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“ ADMINISTRATION AND ORGANISATION.” 


Mr. Hanbury, the new President of the Board of 
Agriculture, made a speech at Preston on Nov. 26th 
which is useful as disclosing his first views of his 
new office. He said—‘‘ He did not admit with re- 
gard to any department of the Government that it 
was absolutely necessary to have an expert at the 
head of it. We did not set a soldier over the War 
Office or an admiral over the Admiralty, or a banker 
over the Exchequer, or a colonist over the Colonial 
Office. 1t was not necessary to get an expert farmer to 
be president of the Board of Agriculture. The Board 
he was glad to say abounded in experts, and what was 
needed at their head was power of administration and 


power of organisation.”’ 

We have often heard this sort of thing before. It im- 
plies what is not true—viz., that experts have not the 
power of administration and organisation. Lord 
Kitchener is an expert. He ran the Soudan Campaign 
asanexpert and with phenomenal success. General 
Buller is an expert, and he started in South Africa under 
the guidance and control of the War Office—with little 
suecess. Lord Chas. Beresford is an expert, and was 
snubbed by the Admiralty until the country lost patience. 
Surely an expert knows his own business better than 
any amateur, and surely all men who think now know 
that the weak point of all our Government departments 
is the suppression of the expert and the prominent 
position of the clerk or book-worm who rules the roost. 

Itis claimed for the Assistant Secretary of the Board 
of Agriculture that he holds his position because of his 
“powers of administration and organisation.” It is also 
claimed for the Secretary that he is specially fitted to 
preside over agriculture on account of his great “ powers 
of administration and organisation.” Now the new 

resident claims for himself that his fitness for the oftice 
rests upon his “powers of administration and organi- 
sation,’ 

How many heaven-born administrators are required 
torun a Board of Agriculture the chief duty of which is 
to control the diseases of live-stock? Some apologist 
will perhaps appear and tell us that Mr. Herbert Gardner 
was made President of the Board of Agriculture on 
account of his talents as an administrator ! 

Is it not nearly time that thinking men objected to the 
way political appointments are made in this country. In 

ina they have asimpler method. Competitive exami- 
nations are held and the only subject for examination is 

satacinn and his works. The candidates getting the 
~ nest marks are appointed to all the places worth 
rr ne of ships, Generals, Engineers, Judges, 
speci IS Is a simple plan and requires no claim to 
an fitness. It is honest, if stupid. The Chinese 
oop 1s trained on books, without knowledge of 
ha rmen. Our superior clerks are trained in the 
British and there is little to choose between the 
and the Chinese Mandarin. 








On THE User or Powperep Suaear in Sxin Diseases oF 
or THE Doc.—By M. R. Bissanez, Orleans. 


Powdered sugar has been used by empiriques for a 
long time in the treatment of indolent and suppura- 
ting wounds, as a dressing for broken knees, and in 
certain affections of the eyes. 

I have made some experiments in this matter, especi- 
ally in the case of broken knees with good results, 
but they have been no better than what have been 
by the ordinary antiseptics used in daily practice. 

From observations made in my practice I came to 
the conclusion that from its desicant and slightly 
antiseptic properties sugar would be useful as a dress- 
ing in vesicular and pustular skin diseases, especially 
of the dog. 

It has been recommended by Dr. Hodard in the 
human being, and following his example I have 
added powdered sugar to the various ointments I 
have used as applications in impetigo, ecthyma, 
eczema, etc., in the dog. 

In veterinary practice an obscure group of skin 
diseases are classified as eczema. According to recent 
researches of MM. Cadiot and Cadeac, these affec- 
tions are due to superficial infection of the skin by 
divers organisms, varying according to the predis- 
position and habits of life of the patient, but the 
most common is a staphylococcus, the life history of 
which is unknown except that it appears to aggravate 
the symptoms, and accompanying pruritis. 

I have many times successfully employed powdered 
sugar both alone and in combination with other 
agents in the treatment of eczema at the stage when, 
after the primary hyperemia of the skin, vesicles form 
and the resulting serum glues the hairs together, giv- 
ing rise to inflammatory patches with a tendency to 
furm crusts. 

When there is irtense pruritis with the vesicles 
ruptured giving exit to fetid purulent matter, with 
inflamed skin covered with brown crusts, the use of 
sugar after properly cleaning and disinfecting the 
part I have found to be especially useful. This has 
been noticeably so in cases of local moist eczema of the 
neck, loins, back, and scrotum. 

Ifit is possible I shave the part and well work it 
with a warm solution of lysol or cresyl so as to re- 
move the crusts and leave a clean surface. This is 
at once covered over with powdered sugar, alone or 
mixed with equal parts of zinc oxide. In several 
cases I have noticed good results with the sugar 
alone in two days. This is continued daily until the 
surface of the skin becomes dry and inodorous. 

The exhudation, bad colour, and pruritis usually 
disappear in four to six days with this treatment. 

When the skin has dried up I use one of the 
following ointments according to the gravity of the 


case. 
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I. — a.a. 20 grammes. 
Oxide of Zinc ) 
Powdered Sugar) 

Two or three applications daily. 


II, Oxide of Zinc 
Powdered Sugar 
Gelatine 25 grs. 
Melt and apply with a brush. 


a.a. 15 grammes. 


a.a. 15 grs. 


III. Tannin or Salicylic Acid 2 grs. 
Powdered Sugar 5 grs. 
Vaseline 40 grs. 
Tincture Benzoin q.s. 

1V. Calomel 3 
Powdered Sugar Sans. - 
Lanoline 30 ers. 


In obstinate cases four or five applications daily, 

Care should be taken that only pure sugar is used. 
It should be first coarsely pounded, then heated before 
a fire, reduced to fine powder in a mortar and sifted 
through muslin. 

The cheap sugars should be avoided as they are 
adulterated with starch, etc., which although good 
absorbants are likely to ferment and retard the 
deodorization of the skin. 

Of course internal treatment is also given, and I 
prescribe bicarbonate of soda, Fowler’s solution, 
arsenate of soda, iodide of potash, etc. I have never 
used powdered sugar in a case of eczema in the 
horse, but there is no reason why it shozld not be 
successful. 

From Recueil de Médecine Vétérinaire, Nov. 15, 1900 
Josuua A. Nunn, F.R.C.V.S. 








ON THE MODUS OPERANDI ADOPTED BY 
SOME INSPECTORS OF THE R.S.P.C.A. 
By A. W. Briaes, M.R.C.V.S., Halifax. 


For very many years my mind has _ been exercised 
and perplexed by the methods adopted by those in- 
spectors, with whom I have come in direct contact, 
in ‘‘ getting up” and preparing evidence with which 
to secure convictions—exercised and perplexed as to 
whether some steps could, or could not, be judi- 
ciously and conscientiously undertaken by our pro- 
fession with a view of approaching the governing 
body of the R.S.P.C.A. with suggestions whereby 
the relative position of prosecutor and prosecuted (I 
had almest written persecuted) in these criminal 
— could be established upon a more equitable 

asis. 

This particular article is inspired by the conduct 
of a case which was heard before the Borough Bench 
here yesterday and which, though presenting no 
extraordinary features (more’s the pity), will well 
illustrate a picture common enough, I doubt not, to 
—< od readers. 

John Hoyle, a milkseller, possesses a grey mare 
which he purchased as a ese pline-<al ines mB veces 
years ago. During the whole of the 18 years J. H. 
has brought milk into Halifax twice daily with the 
mare. J. H. lives about a mile out of the town, and 
the average weight of his cart and contents is about 





six to seven cwt. Up to recently the mare ha 
never been sick nor sorry, and the owner tells me, 
never had a sore nor blemish on her. For teens of 
years I have seen the old man (Hoyle) and his mare 
almost daily, and it has been common talk in my 
home circle how well and hearty they both appeared 
—the mare being sleek and fat, and quite a 
favourite. 

On November 8rd inst., Hoyle was “ stopped” by 
the local inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. whilst on his 
homeward way, after the morning’s delivery of milk. 
November 83rd happened to be horse fair day here 
and, to make no exception to the general rule, the 
aforesaid inspector was accompanied by a brother 
inspector from some other town—double harness is 
the rule on such occasions over here. 

Hoyle had been spoken to on recent previous 
occasions by the inspector, and had admitted that his 
mare was stiff of the off-hind limb from bone spavin, 
but denied the existence of pain, etc. He was told 
not to work her again (this on Nov. 3rd) or he would 
be locked up. 

Nothing transpired until the 16th inst., after the 
lapse of 18 days, when Hoyle received a summons 
returnable on the 20th inst. 

At his request I visited the mare on the 19th inst. 
She had a bone spavin of the off hock and was 
slightly stiff, but for general health, condition, and 
with one exception, good limbs and feet, she would 
shame nine horses out of ten only half her age, and, 
in my opinion, she has many a good year’s work i 
her yet. 

At the hearing of the case yesterday (Nov. 20th), 
the inspectors gave their evidence with a swaviter-in 
modo that would make a local preacher blush, aud 
which found responsive nods of approval from the 
Bench. Acts of commission (committed by the defen- 
dant) were cited, replete with condemnatory acumel 
and adjectives, whilst acts of omission (by the inspet- 
tors) such as the fact that the mare was fat, hearty, 
and evidently well looked after, free from sores etc. 
were just as solemnly and religiously committed— 
not one single word in mitigation. , 

Poor old Hoyle, honest and innocent as he bis 
ever been, asked by the ‘ Great-Unpaid ” “ What be 
had to say” blurted ont the truth. He told how, 
18 years ago, he purchased the mare as a three-year 
old, and how he and she had worked together with- 
out trouble until recently. And how was the evident 
received think you, reader? With expressions 7 
sympathy, as much as to say this truth-telling his 
man could not be guilty of wanton cruelty ‘ 
mare? No!! His honest tale was met by be 
giggling, senseless, countenances which not only hu 
the old man but disgraced the wearers of sW¢ ad 
lowered the dignity of the bench, and se 
more strongly than ever the need of a stipend Y 
magistrate. ; th. J 

So much for telling the plain unvarnished - 7 
was the only witness, and having addresee, 7 
Bench in general terms on behalf of Hoyle 4” os 
mare, admitting the bone spavin and stiffness, en 
asked by the inspector the one-all-powerful- ad 
you-down question, ‘‘ Can you speak as to this No " 
lameness on Nov. 8rd?” I replied ‘0b! 
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and down sat his majesty with a voila tout expression 
of face that ought to have sent me to Kingdom come 
ina trice. Result: 10s. and 5s. 6d. costs or seven 
days. 

The above case suffices to draw attention to the 
unfair methods adopted by some, if not most, in- 
spectors. 

If the person in charge of an animal is to be sum- 
moned, why should not the inspector be instructed to 
inform such person of that fact so as to allow of pre- 
paration of defence? Why, without imparting the 
above intimation, should the inspector be allowed to 
cite in his evidence items of admission and damaging 
statements made (or alleged to have been made) often 
under wheedling pressure, by the defendant? And 
why should two or three weeks, and occasionally a 
much longer time, be allowe! to elapse before issue 
of summons? Is it sufficient for us and the public 
at large to be told that the delay is caused by the 
inspector having to communicate with Jermyn Street 
for permission before taking proceedings? In other 
words, do the responsible officers in Jermyn Street 
wish us to believe that they cannot place trust in the 
capability of the inspectors ? 

My own experience leads me to believe that the 
whole game is one of “blind man’s buff” or “ heads 
Iwin and tails you lose.” The same experiznce also 


leads me to know that, in two cases out of three | 


where I have examined the case on the same day as 
the inspector no proceedings have followed. . Verbum 
sap. 

Ihave no grievance against the aims and objects 
of the R.S.P.C.A.—all honour to its inception and 
existence, and long may it flourish. It is against 
the modus operandi of the inspectors and the indis- 
cretion exercised in the choice of cases that I protest. 

Coming out of court one of the first sights 
that struck my eye was a carriage horse, the 
property of one of our cityswells, with gaping mouth 
and swollen tongue, the result of the application of 
& tight over-check adopted, forsooth, to make the 
poor beast carry his head as high as his fellow. The 
marvel is that inspectors can exceed this feat under 
ry circumstances without the use of the over- 
Pu lastly, apologising for digression, does the 
wae Body of the R.S.P.C.A. expect the sub- 

ate ts to believe, or the thinking, common-sense 
ad nee believe that the framers of this particular 
calin e on contemplated for one moment the prose- 
catia . such a man as Hoyle, who was given the 

- ph seven days (sic) for proving himself to have 
ps foster-parent to his mare, and who would 
teecndies's ave hurt himself as caused pain to his 
an tk, Is this a case of wanton cruelty, of abuse 

ie riure with intent? To what base uses are 
“aie tending ? But they swell the 
aad ot pete en per annum ? 

“ campaign rd 5 rere readers suggest some plan 
proached pemuar ich the R.S.P.C.A. may be ap- 
tions to in y praying for the issue of instruc- 

Spectors to exercise more care in the selec- 
Surely not a great 


n 


~ of cases for prosecution. 
ing to ask or concede, 

ng to subscribe my quota towards defray- 

hses that may be incurred. 


am willi 
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VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The twelfth annual meeting and dinner was held in 
the North Eastern Hotel, Darlington, on Friday, 14th 
September, 1900. Mr. J. H. Taylor (retiring President) 
took the chair. There were also present Messrs. W. N. 
Dobbing and C. G. Hill, Darlington ; P. Snaith and 
H. H. Roberts, Bishop Auckland; A. Peele, West 
Hartlepool ; John Wilson, Yarm ; E. H. Pratt, North- 
allerton ; W. H. Blackburn, Barnard Castle ; G. E. Gib- 
son, Sedgefield ; John Gofton, North Shields ; Professor 
Dewar, Edinburgh ; W. Awde, Stockton-on-Tees ; 8. E. 
Morton, Middlesboro’ ; and a visitor. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. Dudgeon, Sunderland ; Deans, Bishop Auck- 
land ; H. Peele, Durham, etc. 

The minutes were taken as read and confirmed, pro- 
posed by Mr. A. Peele, and seconded by Mr. Dobbing. 

A resolution was read from the Border Counties 
with reference to the low fees now paid by the County 
Authorities. 

It was proposed, seconded and resolved that the Secre- 
tary writeto the Border Counties V.M.A. stating that this 
Association approves of the resolution and hopes that 
some good may result from it. 

Mr. DosBING stated that he had been called to some 

cattle, there were ten altogether, in which chest symp- 
toms were present ; they were blowing and grunting— 
signs of pleurisy. Temperature ranged from 102° to 
104 or 105° F., abortion followed in one a month off 
calving. ‘ 
Mr. ‘Tu. thought possibly strongyles had something 
to do with the cases mentioned, as he was called to 15 
stirks 12 months to 23 years old. In those animals the 
temperature registered 104 to 105° F., one died and 
post-mortem revealed strongyles as the cause of the 
mischief. 

Mr. Gipson then mentioned a case of severe injury 
to a mare’s shoulder, and sent round photographs of it. 
The wound was between the scapula and the ribs, and 
a drainage tube had been inserted, evidently of a piece 
of hose pipe. It was reported to be going on favourably. 

Mr. A. PEELE was called to some sheep which bad 
been purchased three weeks before at an auction mart. 
There were 12 to 15 affected ; they were scabby round 
the coronets and on the mouth. Temperature 105° F. 
Grinding of teeth and diarrhoea presented itself in some 
of them—not unlike foot-and-mouth disease. There 
were 45 lambs altogether. 

Professor Dewar stated that the disease was known 
in Scotland. It was not fatal, but the animals quickly 
lost condition. Usually fungoid granulations followed 
where the vesicles had been, and it was not uncommon 
to find them affected up to their knees and hocks. It 
was known as oroof, or hair and hoof. He also stated 
that it used to be taught that parasites in the bronchial 
tubes were usually found in animals under two years old 
but he had met cases in cows, and he believed all 
animals, of whatever age, can die from them. He had 
knowa three cows die from flukes in the liver. State- 
ments of attendants cannot always be relied on. _ 

Mr. SNAITH mentioned a case of a cow in which the 
foetal membranes had been retained and afterwards re- 
moved. Soon after this was done her skin began to peel 
off, particularly from the neck, shoulders, and across the 
loins. ° She was now doing well. Prof. Dewar was asked 
for his Opinion on the case, but thought it would be diffi- 
cult to assign a cause—possibly from septic mischief. _ 

Mr. Gipson had attended a two-year-vld cart colt in 
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which the lip and ear on the left side were pendulous 
The owner thought his head had been fast. So far treat- 
ment had not been of much use. 

Mr. Witson had met a similar case in a foal, and 
had blistered him and administered strychnia to excess 
with good results. 

Mr. Pratt was called to a cow which had first devel- 
oped a sore on one elbow, diarrhoea set in and the sore 
spread to the other elbow ; her udder then broke out, not 
unlike eczema, dry scabs formed, there was considerable 
systemic disturbance. He was surprised at the rapid 
manner in which it spread. 

Mr. TAYLOR having vacated the chair, Mr. Roberts 
proposed and Mr. Hill seconded that a hearty vote of 
thanks be accorded to him for his conduct as President 
during his year of office, which was carried with acclama- 
tion. Mr. Gibson, President-Elect, then took the 
chair. 


PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS. 
G. E. Gipson, M.R.C.V.S., Sedgefield. 


Gentlemen,—My first duty is to convey to you my 
appreciation of the honour you have conferred in elect- 
ing me to the position of President of this Association 
for the ensuing year, and to thank you very sincerely 
for conferring this distinction upon me. I| am quite 
sure that I may look for the same support and good feel- 
ing that has been extended to former presidents. I can 
assure you on my part no effort will be spared to make 
this, my year of office, one of success and progress. 

I shall ask you to bring before us at the meetings 
every case and subject of interest such as occur from time 
to time in the daily work of every veterinarian, We 
have had at one time and another some of the most 
learned and scientific men in the profession reading us 
papers, and giving demonstrations, and this goes a long 
way in keeping us up with the rapid strides veterinary 
science is making. 

There are yet a good many members of our profession 
in our immediate district who are not enrolled as mem- 
bers of this or any association, and I would ask you to 
urge on any of those who we may meet to become mem- 
bers of the veterinary medical associations and join in 
the good fellowship which creates friendly and brotherly 
feeling among members of the profession. 

It is not my intention to give you a long address, for 
we have a good deal of business to get through, and I 
think we will be better employed in listening to Princi- 
oe Dewar’s paper on “Stricture of the (sophagus,” 

ut I feel that there are one or two subjects that 1 
should like to mention. The first is the South African 

war. Let us hope that the disastrous failure of the Re- 
mount Department of the War Office to cope with the 
demand for fit horses at the seat of operations will lead 
to the long looked for advancement in the Army Veteri- 
nary Department. In my opinion the matter lies in a 
nutshell. If the War Office could be induced to increase 
the rate of pay—say by £100 a year throughout the active 
service list—and give a decided status to veterinary 
officers so that’ they are entirely in command of their 
own department, I think it would mean a great-saving 
of money to the nation, and a step in the right direction 
towards the advancement of the veterinary profession. I 
have no doubt we should in a short time have a sufficient 
staff of men thoroughly trained and capable of dealing 
with any emergency that may occur in the future. There 
are many, we know, who would still grumble andsay it is 
not enough, I would remind them that civil veterinar- 
ians are very few and far between who are saving money 
and that it takes most of us all our time to live. Even 


those who have large practices the expense of running | 


those practices is much more than outsiders imagine. 
Then again others say that the veterinary prefix is objec- 
tionable, for my own part I do not see any derogation 


in it, on the contrary I consider it a distinction to be 
proud of. 

At the present time foot-and-mouth disease is a very 
serious question, not only to agriculturalists and stock- 
owners, but to the whole community. There has been 
several outbreaks in different parts of England and 
Wales during the last nine months, and it is entirely a 
matter of mystery as to how the disease has originated 
and spread. As we are all aware, the first outbreak of 
the present epidemic occurred in the counties of Suffolk 
and Norfolk in January and February, 1900, entailing 
alike enormous loss both to producer and consumer, more 
by the restrictions of the Board of Agriculture than by 
the disease itself. And we thought at the time that very 
efficient measures were taken to check the further spread 
of the disease, and we were congratulating ourselves that 
it was once = ore effectively stamped out, when it made its 
appearance some short time ago at Hull, and later in 
Wales, where, I understand, two fresh outbreaks have 
occurred this last week. My own humble opinioa on this 
matter is that it was imported from the Argentine Re- 
public, from which place large consignments of cattle 
were shipped into this country about the time of the 
tirst outbreak ; and we have conclusive evidence that 
foot-and-mouth disease was rampant there at that time. 
1 hold the belief that it has been spread by extraneous 
and preventible means, not enough care having been 
taken in the disposal of contaminated clothes, skins, 
etc. Everything movable that comes in contact with the 
disease should be burned. I certainly do not believe in 
the spontaneous origin of foot-and-mouth disease. 

The prevalence of sheep scab in the North of England 
is not creditable to the Local Authorities who hold the 
reins of Government in this direction. I think a great 
deal more care and supervision is needed in carrying out 
the restrictions of movement in infected areas. I believe 
in confining the area to the farmin which the outbreak 
occurs, and not allow any sheep or skins to come out 0 
that area for at least two months after the inspector has 
certified the sheep to be free from disease. ; 

Referring to that terrible plague, tuberculosis, which 
for the last few years has been making such a stir in the 
world. I think the numerous meetings and discussions 
which have taken place have done a very great deal to- 
wards enlightening the public mind with regard to the 
danger of this dread disease, and the easy communica 
tion from animal to man and from man to animal. 
am sorry to see that the enthusiasm which was so strong 
some 18 months ago has rather died down during the 
last 12 months, bat this is perhaps attributable to the 
very great interest taken in the war. I have nothing 
new on the subject to add to what has already been 
written and printed in the journals. There is one thing 
that might yet be done, and I am of the opinion that it 
can yet be done by continually agitating the Gover 
ment—to schedule tuberculosis under the Contagious 
Diseases Animals Act, and now that there is likely t be 
a general election soon we, as veterinary surgeons, § oi 
endeavour to get promises from the Parliamentary vel 
dates that they will do their utmost to bring about 
long looked for legislation. 

_Ibeg to thank yon gentlemen very much for your 
kind attention to my somewhat disjointed remarks, 4” 

[ trust we will have a successful year. te 

Mr. Taytor proposed, and Mr. Peele seconded, a ¥? 
of thanks to the President for his address. Carried. 


REPORT OF VISIT TO HEALTH CONGRESS, 
ABERDEEN, Ave. 2nd. to 7th, 1900. 


By Mr. Tayzor, M.R.C.V.S. 
en from 
ad the 


The Congress of Public Health held in Aberdet 
August 2nd to August 7th inclusive, when ! 
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The report is only a short one for several reasons. One 
is that [ have with me full newspaper accounts of the 
various papers read ; 

The proceedings of the Congress commenced in 
the Mitchell Hall of Marischall College at 11.30 a.m. 
on the first day, with the Presidential address by the 
Rt. Hon. the Earl of Aberdeen, the chair at the com- 
mencement being occupied by Lord Provost Fleming 
Amongst those present on the platform were the Principal 
of the University of Aberdeen, Professor W. R. Smith, 
President of the Institute ; Dr. Farquharson, M.P. ; 
Prof. W. J. Simpson, Sir W. Henderson, Sir John 
Clark, Sir Chas. Cameron, the Mayor of Blackpool, 
and other well known gentlemen. 

Lord Provost Fleming, in opening the proceedings, 
gave the Congress a most cordial welcome to Aberdeen 
and paid a high tribute to the abilities of the President. 
The Earl of Aberdeen befuore delivering his address sub- 
mitted a resolution, which was at once accepted, that a 
vote of condolence be sent to Her Majesty for the loss she 
had sustained in the death of the Duke of Saxe-Coburg 
and Gotha, and he also made a touching reference 
: ~ murder of the respected and beloved King of 

taly. 

The Noble Earl then read his most interesting ad- 
dress making a survey of sanitary legislation during the 
last 100 years, which will repay any of you to read. 
Complimentary speeches followed by Principal Lang, 
Dr. Kingsbury, Dr. Farquharson, Sir Chas. Cameron, 
and the proceedings terminated, after which the Congress 
was photographed. 

At 1.45 p.m. the meetings of sections commenced with 
the addresses by their respective Presidents. You 
will see from the cuttings that the various papers were 
most interesting. I attended the section of “ Bacterio- 
logy and Pathology” where my old examiner Professor 
Hamilton, of the University of Aberdeen, read a most 
valuable paper “On Recent Developments in Bacterio- 
logy, and on the Danger of Spreading Diseases by 
Vehicles of Transport.” In that paper you will notice 
that he made quite recently, in view of the meeting of 
the Congress, some experiments with the dust of railway 
carriages, and as far as his experiments went he had 
found that two carriages out of the twelve examined, or 
166 per cent. revealed the presence of the bacillus of 
tubercle, both these carriages being Ist class, and smok- 
ing compartments. 

€ sections adjourned on the conclusion of the Presi- 
— addresses, and I think all the Congress with their 
rd friends availed themselves of the invitation 
given by the Lord Provost toattend a garden party at 

Is residence, which was most enjoyable. 

Pr nthe evening a reception was given by the Lord 
7 evost and Town Council in the Mitchell Hall which 
as very largely attended by the members and their 
ady friends. Most of those attending were attired in 
aa po “~~ —* others in evening dress, 
‘ cene in the Hall presented a magnificent 
vetacle. A capital musical programme had been 
>". and the affair all round wasa great success. 
‘ar’ ee rd ae soctians resumed their work at 
and Vital Statistics ; ed that of Preventive Medicine 
M.O.H. of cons hy ere a paper was read by Dr. Hope, 
Sterile Bemasies a The Munici al Supply of 
followed by a « De Milk in Liverpool.” This was 
part of Pub : iscussion on Municipal Laboratories as 
opened i. - Chet Organisations.” This being 
one. * Vaalmers, M.O.H., of Glasgow, and Dr. 
This 


following res heat of a good discussion and the 
opinion that i ution was proposed “That this section is of 


It is desi ° . : " 
o disease should na ay that bacteriological diagnosis 


are registered medina made by bacteriologists who 


dical practitioners.” i 
& gor : a ners.” This was seconded 
800d deal of discussion followed, the motion 





being adversely criticised with much freedom by many 
of us present. Eventually it was withdrawn, the matter 
adjourned until the next meeting. 

I purposely mention this, for supposing for one inoment 
that the resolution had been carried, coming from a 
meeting such as this it might have had great effect, and 
might possibly have been the means of getting the thin 
edge of the wedge in and the bucteriological examina- 
tion of foods also included. For as you know in some 
cities this is conducted entirely by the veterinary staff 
for the Medical Offices of Health. Thus in this single 
instance alone it shows how very necessary it is for us 
to be on the alert. 

I then attended the Section of Bacteriology and 
Pathology where a paper was read on “Remarks on 
Pig Tuberculosis” by Dr. Trevelyan, of Leeds; by Dr. 
Duncan on “ The Normal Death Point of the Tubercle 
Bacillus. This was followed by a demonstration by Dr. 
George Dean of the Jenner Institute on “Toxins and 
Anti-Toxins,” illustrated by lantern slides. 

I then went across tu the Section of Municipal and 
Parliamentary Hygiene where a paper was down to be 
read by Councillor Dallas, of Glasgow, on “The Neces- 
sity of Efficient Inspection of Meat.” I waited nearly an 
hour for this to come on, but the paper before it on “A 
Plea for more Air-Space in and around Town Dwellings” 
took up so much time and the discussion which followed 
was so lengthy that the time of adjournment came and 
I had to leave without hearing it. This paper was, 
however, read on the Monday. His opinion was that 
a well-equipped laboratory should be established in 
every large centre where cattle were slaughtered, where 
microscopical examination of tissue could be carried out. 
He thought in a large abattoir the expense of a staff of 
veterinary surgeons was too great, and he advocated a 
staff of laymen supervised by a veterinary surgeon. 

The sections adjourned at 2 p.m. and the Congress 
attended a luncheon followed by a garden party in the 
Duthie Park given by the Lord Provost and Council, 
and [assure you that full justice was done to all the 
good things provided. 

The third day being Saturday no sections met. Eight 
excursions to various places of interest were arranged, 
the one alloted to me being to Elgin and Pluscardin 
Priory. About 80 attended and were met at the station 
by Provost Young and some of his Council. They 
personally conducted us over the ruins of the beautiful 
old Cathedral and Grey Friars Abbey which is being 
restored by the Marquis of Bute. This was followed by 
a sumptuous luncheon and a drive to Pluscarden Priory 
which is also being restored by the Marquis. 

The following day, Sunday, the Congress attended 
Divine Service in St. Nicholas’s Church. The Lord 
Provost and Council attending in State. An eloquent 
sermon was preached by Principal Lang which is fully 
reported in the papers. 

On the fourth day, before the Conference of Veterinary 
Surgeons took place, one had the opportunity of hearing 
a most valuable paper read by Professor Franklin, F.R.S., 
on “ Recent Developments in the Putrefaction of 
Sewage.” 

On presenting ourselves at the room alloted for our 
Conference we learnt that owing to some misunder- 
standing between the Secretary of the Congress and 
Professor Williams some of the local M.R.C.V.S. thought 
the meeting did not commence until the following day. 
It was eventually agreed, however, that the Professor 
should read his Presidential Address, and the Conference 
afterwards adjourn until the next day to give those not 
there an opportunity. of being present. Amongst those 
present in addition to our President were Professor W. 
R. Smith, President of the Institute, Messrs. Moir, 
M’Phail, Edinburgh; Abson, Sheffield; Butters, London; 
McKinna, Huddersfield ; Thompson and Dunbar, Aber- 
deen, and your humble servant. 
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Professor Williams gave us a capital paper on “The 
Vagaries of Microbes ” which is exceedingly well reported 
in the newspaper cuttings here. A vote of thanks was 

roposed to him on the motion of Mr. Abson, seconded 
= Mr. Moir, and carried, the meeting adjourning until 
the following morning. 

In the afternoon the Congress were invited to a 
garden party by Sir David and Lady Stewart and this 
was attended by our profession in full force. 

The following day we met at 11 a.m. when there was a 

much better attendance of those outside our profession 
than on the preceeding day. A paper was read by Mr. 
James M’Phail, M.R.C.V.S., one of the sanitary Inspec- 
tors of Edinburgh, on “ Pseudo Tuberculosis,” and 
another by Mr. Peter Moir, M.R.C.V.S., of the same city 
on “ The Diseases of the Lower Animals Communicable 
to Man.” Both papers were exceedingly instructive, 
well written, and well delivered, and a lengthy discus- 
sion followed in which Messrs. Butters, Thompson, Mc- 
Kinna, Abson, Bell, Carlisle, myself and others present 
took part. The following resolution was proposed by 
Mr. McKinna, and seconded by Mr. Butters and carried, 
“That this Conference of Veterinary Surgeons having 
fully considered the pathological condition in the sheep’s 
lung commonly known as “Pseudo Tubercle” is of 
opinion that such parasitically infected organs are unfit 
for human food, and would respectfully draw attention 
to that condition with the view to their general con- 
demnation.” This resolution was afterwards read out 
at the general meeting of the Congress by Professor 
Williams and agreed to. This showed that we as a pro- 
fession werean active body. It ought to be particularly 
satisfactory to usas a profession that one of our mem- 
bers has been the first in the field to notice and describe 
the disease so fully. 

With the general meeting ot the Congress the pro- 
ceedings in all sections finished. 

Commenting upon the Congress and the advisability of 
the members of our profession attending, may I be 
allowed to trespass just a few minutes on your valu- 
able time. I have not the slightest hesitation in saying 
that a very great mistake is being made by the pro- 
fession at large by not appointing delegates to repre- 
sent them at such gatherings. I see according to the 
list of delegates published by the Congress that eleven 
were appointed by the various societies and six attended. 
This in my opinion is a miserable state of affairs, but 
when the example is set by the R.C.V.S. itself can one 
wonder? Just read if you will the opinions expressed 
by some of the members of Council when the subject of 
appointing a delegate was mentioned at one of their 
meetings You'll read there that there was certainly a 
marked disposition not so send a delegate at all It was 
only on one of its members saying that he was going as 
a representative of a V.M.A. and he would look after the 
interests of the College that the matter was settled. 
This certainly in my opinion is not a good course to 
take, for if our “Corporate Body ” shews such apithy in 
looking after our interests the outlook is not bright. The 
chief reason for not sending a delegate seemed to be that 
last year, the profession was thought to have been 
ignored, its meetings arranged for the last day, and an 
out of the way room alloted to the members. [can only 
say that this did not certainly occur in Aberdeen, for 
we had a good room alloted to us, capital reports were 
put in the papers, we received the same invitations as all 
the ctier delegates to the many enjoyable social func 
tions, and any questions asked were most courteously 
answered by all the officials of the Congress, and the 
reason why the reading of the papers were delayed 
until the last day was entirely our own fault, for the 
meeting was originally arranged for the Monday, and I 
am quite certain that if the matter is only put in its 
— light, there will be no difficulty in having our con- 
erence anvther year earlier still were it so desired. We 











are constantly hearing the now familiar cry that we are 
not properly acknowledged as a profession. Gentlemen, 
the fault is often our own. If we don’t accept invita- 
tions such as these and attend as well, mix with the 
members of other callings, and show to the public that 
we are both willing and capable to fill these appoint- 
ments which we asa profession think we ought to fill, 
we shall only have ourselves to blame if we are over. 
looked. 

In conclusion I should like one of you to propose that 
a voteof thanks be sent to the Secretaries of the Con- 
gress thanking them for their invitation to this Associa- 
tion to send a delegate and also for their courtesy shown 
to him during the meetings. 


It was proposed by Mr. Roberts, and seconded by the 
Secretary, that Mr. Taylor’s recommendation that a letter 
be sent to the Secretaries of the Congress thanking them 
on behalf of the Association for their kindness to our dele- 
gate, and that our best thanks be given to Mr, Taylor 
for having attended the Congress as our representative, 
and that his account be paid. Carried unanimously. 

Mr. Tay or suitably replied. 


The TREASURER then submitted his report for the past 
year from which it appeared that there was a balance in 
hand of £14 19s., which was considered satisfactory. 

Mr. Hitt proposed that the report be accepted and 
the outstanding accounts paid ; this was was seconded 
by Mr. Roberts and carried. 

Mr. S. E. Morton, M.R.C.V.S., of Middlesboro’ was 
elected a member of the Association. 


STRICTURE OF THE CGESOPHAGUS FOLLOW: 
ING CHOKING IN THE HORSE. 
By J. R. U. Dewar, M.R.C.V.S., Royal Dick College. 


Cases are frequently met with in the practice of every 
vetarinary surgeon which it would be to the practitioners 
own advantage to record for subsequent perusal and 
study, but which in the hurry and bustle of practice are 
simply entrusted to memory and in a few years become 
but faintly and even imperfectly remembered. If the 
simple recording of cases is of great individual advantage, 
the publishing of these cases is a benefit to the pro 
fession, and through the profession the public ultimately 
profits by it. 

A valuable record of a case can often be done vely 
briefly. The noting of the bare plain facts, of the 
obvious or apparent ‘cause, of the symptoms or varlols 
phenomena as they arise, the course and duration, and 
the result, are often of more value than a long dialectr 
cal disquisition with the stating of various hypothes i 
and the drawing of probable deductions neither of whic 
may be within sight of the truth. 

Now although I may relate this case at some length t 
you, and may even try to learn something from It, Y° 
the facts will be given so that any one may draw hisow? 
inferences. : 

Choking in the horse is much more rare than 10 the 0%, 
and individual cases are generally of more iriportan’ 
owing to the greater risk, the greater value of the anim . 
and the greater anxiety of the owner. That the oe 
is greater there is little doubt. Although the _— be 
less liable to tympany than the ox, he is more rest co 
more excitable, more likely to injure himself, and tt 
injured in efforts to relieve him. His cesophagus 
capacious, less distensile, its narrowest part 1s 4 to 
termination in the stomach, and it is less well fitte 
regurgitate the offending substance. +. coil 

The muscular coat of the cesophagus 1n the OF lated at 
posed of red or striated fibres throughout, It 1s poole 
its entrance into the stomach, is accustomed to a eiet 
tation, and the carcase of the ox can be utilised at sled 
advantage if the case is not mismanaged. The _ ating 
is a much more dainty feeder, not much given t? 
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foreign substances, and as a rule takes good time to 
masticate his food. ; : 

In the spring of 1899 a six-year-old cart bred gelding, 
about 164 hands, was sent in to the College Clinique 
from East Lothian with the following history. 

About six weeks before he had been driven out loose 
tothe watering trough, had got access to a heap of 

tatoes and while being driven away from them in a 

urry he had attempted to swallow one imperfectly 
masticated and choked himself. That was about six 
clock at night, and it remained in his gullet until about 
eight o'clock next morning. About that time an effort 
was made to dislodge it by means of an ordinary cattle 
probang. The offending body was situated from four 
to eight inches behind the larynx, and could be easily 
made out on external palpation. A second attempt was 
more successful, the obstruction being evidently passed 
on towards the stomach. 

Butaithough there was evidently some relief the horse 
was by no means easy. Swallowingof food was accom- 
panied by fits of coughing, part of the food being re- 
turned by the nostrils, and drinking was accompanied by 
somewhat similar phenomena. The throat and neck 
opposite where the obstruction was located were sume- 
what swollen and evidently painful. 

Warm fomentations were assiduously applied to this 
region for several days and the horse fed on slops and 
gruel, but the difficulty in swallowing did not seem to 
diminish. In fact it was doubtful if the horse was 
obtaining very much nourishment. 

Aday or two later a blister was applied, but the 


benefit derived was not very obvious. Feeding was con- | 


tinued in the same manner. No dry food could be 
swallowed, and attempts at it were accompanied by 
violent fits of conghing. Although evidently managing 
to swallow a considerable quantity of almost finid 
nourishment he was steadily losing condition, and as 
soon as the throat was fit for it a second blister was ap- 
plied but without any benefit. in fact it was doubtful 
if the difficulty in swallowing was not increasing, al- 
though the original swelling had disappeared. 

On his arrival at the College, about six weeks after the 
accident, he was tucked up at the flanks and a little dry 
in the coat but not very thin. There was no swelling 
about his throat, and any apparent tenderness was prob- 
ably more due to fidgetiness from it being so -much 
handled than from actual pain. There was no fever 
present and the small quantities of faeces passed were 
slightly pultaceous. It was found that while he could 
‘lp away at gruels and almost liquid foods yet the least 
quantity of solid food set up violent coughing, so much 
so that if given when sloppy food was before him the, 
manger was soon all bespattered with the coughed up food 
the ext morning he was put in the stocks and with 

‘ aid of a gag a careful examination made of his 
2 and the top of the oesophagus as far back as it 
Geum reached, but nothing abnormal was made out. 
leah empting to pass a probang it was found that no 
to rument originally meant for a probang could be got 

anager The instrument always became arrested just 
: ron os level of the larynx. After a considerable time 
rt mt bulb of which was barely four centi- 
ran . circumference, the stem being smaller, was got 
te 8 - e obstruction. It was withdrawn and repassed 
tion a —, and so considerable had been the diminu- 
tinet| € calibre of the tube that the catheter was dis- 

= Y grasped by it. 

ae not be said that there was the slightest im- 

aenmiae In swallowing after this, so two days later the 
n was repeated. But attempts to pass larger 


probangs only resulted in fai ras i i 
chisben any A ted in failure. It was interesting to 


€ probang or bougie might b d into 
the tr: . : 8 ght be passed 
trachea without resistance or evident uneasiness. 


whatever to the passing of the instrument, no grasping 
of it by the cesophagus, and examination showed that it 
had not passed into the «esophagus at all. One would 
have thought that the repeated choking and coughing 
would have made the larynx so irritable that the least 
touch would have set up coughing. But this was not the 
case, and the smooth instrument passed without any 
resistaace. Pussibly it may have had an opposite effect, 
and the chronic choking led to a diminution in the irrit- 
ability in the sensitiveness of the larynx. 

Two days later a bougie was passed 44 centimetres in 
circumference throughout, z.e., there was no bulb and 
| contracted stem. Some encouragement was obtained in 

that it passed more easily and could be moved with less 
|effort than the former instrument. Two days later 

this instrument was again passed. 

| There was not the slightest apparent improvement in 
| swallowing yet and another instrument was obtained the 
bulb of which hada diameter of nearly 74 centimetres, 
| the shank being smaller. After passing the smaller 
| instrument this one was got to pass the obstruction with 
' comparatively little effort. This instrument was passed 
| every third day for two or three occasions. 
| _A disinct improvement in swallowing was now evident. 
| He could eat a little dry whole oats when they were 
| given out of the hand so that he could not possibly make 
a large bolus to swallow CCrnshed oats were not so 
_ readily swallowed, and when put in the slops were worse 
| still, causing violent coughing and the bespattering of 
| the mangerand front of the stall with the coughed up 
food. But he was gradually getting better at swallow- 
ing when plenty of time and attention was given to feed- 
ing him. 

Next a bougie of 8? centimetres circumference, but 
with a somewhat tapering point was passed with a little 
difficulty. It was distinctly grasped by the wsophagus, 
but it is worthy of note that not on any single occasion was 
there any appearance of blood on the instruments when 
withdrawn. This instrument was also passed every 
other day for some time. 

The swallowing was still improving though at this 
stage a small lock of long hay set up violent coughing 
almost at once. He was still fed mainly on slops, but 
ate a good deal of whole oats and was allowed some 
chaffed hay, with crushed beans and oats given in very 
small quantities. A mouthful of crushed oats was quite 
suflicient to set up violent coughing. , 

Anattempt was once more made to pass a probang 
with an olivary bulb of 10} centimetres circumference, 
but it was a complete failure. The thickness was not 
much greater, only 14 centimetres more in ci:cumference 
than the instrument that was being passed, but every 
attempt failed, and to the end this instrument was never 
passed. Possibly it may have been owing to the blunt- 
ness or abruptness of the bulb, whereas the smaller instru- 
ment had a somewhat tapering point this one was more 
egg shaped. 

The improvement in swallowing still continued, but 
now there was a relapse, no doubt due to carelessness in 





feeding. He had been allowed dry food tvo rapidly and 


had choked himself rather badly several times. There 
was not any complete obstruction or collection of 
food in the esophagus, but several prolonged fits of 
coughing with expulsion of food, and a distinctly 
increased difficulty in swallowing. The largest bougie 
yet passed was still passed every other day, and greater 
care taken in feedinghim. He soon recovered from the 

temporary relapse, and a better method of feeding the 
dry chop to him was discovered. A large handful of it 
was scattered over all the bottom of his feed box, which 
was all the width of the stall, every few minutes until he 
had got a fair quantity. In this way he had his food to 
collect.and could not get a large mouthful of it at once. 





ed Lely done, and might not have been dis- 
ut for the fact that there was no resistance 


cove 


The probang was only passed once or twice after this 
and with careful feeding he was slowly improving. A 
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little fresh grass could now be got which he ate with | or at least very few cases have been recorded in the pro. 


relish and swallowed without difficulty in small quanti- 
tiee, but ate too greedily to be allowed his freedom of it. 

Seeing that further progress was likely to be slow I 
recommended his owner to take him home and turn him 
out to grass through the day, giving particular instruc- 
o as to the care required in giving him food in the 
stable. 

There was every reason to believe that if he was left to 
gather his food in a field, where the grass was not very 
luxuriant he would never collect so large a mouthful 
but he would swallow it without difficulty. And that 
the constant swallowing, when there was no choking to 
keep up the irritation, would serve to maintain the 
patency of the tube, perhaps with the aid of Nature, even 
gradually to distend it to its original capacity. Fortu- 
nately this turned out to be the case. The owner stated 
that except on two occasions, when in the stable soon 
after his return, and due to carelessness in feeding, there 
had never been the least trouble with him, no appear- 
ance of difficulty in swallowing. 

{ saw the horse on the 3rd inst. He is in capital con- 
dition, the very picture of health, and seems to have 
completely recovered from his temporary dysphagia. 

Now choking in the horse is comparatively 7«e. 
it is rare compared to its frequency in ruminants, 
more especially in the ox ; and without going into the 
consideration of it here it is well to call attention to the 
risk there is in using the probang. In the horse the 
offending substance is usually some esculant root, a 
piece of turnip, potatoe, or carrot, or it may be an apple, 
a piece of cake, or an old dried, hardened medicine ball. 
Now whichever of these substances it may be there is 
not as rule any necessity for undue haste in resorting to 
the probang. There is seldom any immediate danger. 
The horse is not so liable to flatulency due to the chok- 
ing as the ox is to tympany of the rumen. Then where 
istherisk? What else is likely to happen? Certainly 
he can neither eat nor drink, but a short fast may do 
him no harm, There may be some risk of mechanical or 
traumatic pneumonia if there is an excessive secretion of 
saliva which cannot be swallowed. as it may find its 
way down the trachea. But there is a great deal more 
risk in using the probang. There may be cases in which 
the substance is so bulky as to press on the trachea and 
induce dyspnoea, or it may do it reflexly, but these must 
be rare. I have seen many more cattle injured—killed— 
by the use of the probang than I have seen lost in other 
ways as a result of choking, and the risk in using the 
probang is much greater in the horse than in the ox. It 
is much better, then, to watch the animal and exercise 
patience. bd the expectant treatment. Any of the 
substances I have mentioned will in all likelihood pass 
away in from 24 to 48 hours, and I have waited longer 
successfully. But certainly any of the vegetable sub- 
stances mentioned, and even more so the other materials, 
will absorb moisture and become considerably softened 
during a 24 to 36 hours stay in the cesophagus. Choking 

from soft food when the cesophagus may become filled 
from stomach to pharynx, as I have seen it, is of a 
different nature. 

In the case recorded there is no doubt but the 
dysphagia was due to some injury, it may have been 
laceration, caused in the removal of the offending body 
from the gullet, or it may have been from cesophagitis 
set up by the violence done to the canal, without any 
actual rupture or laceration. Either is quite sufficient to 
account for the resulting stricture. Stricture, constric- 
tion, contraction, or diminution in the calibre of some 
hollow organ, some canal, tube, or duct is not very com- 
mon in our animals. Used alone without any adjective 
in human Surgery it is at once referred to the male 
urethra. In veterinary surgery stricture of the urethra 
is almost unknown, except as a result of external vio- 
lence. But stricture of the cesophagus seems more rare, 





fessional journals. 

Cases of choking in the horse are recorded now and 
again. Several of these are given by Mr. Percivall:in 
his “ Hippo-pathology,” and these are mostly again re- 
published by Prof. Williams in his “ Veterinary Surgery,’ 
But each only gives one and the same case of stricture 
of the cesophagus, like the choking cases, quoted from 
The Veterinarian. Cases are so scarce in English litera- 
ture that I had to go back to 1838 before meeting with a 
distinctly recorded case. 

In the abstract of the proceedings of the veterinary 
medical association an account is given of a peculiar case 
of vomiting in the horse, described to the Association by 
Mr. Powell, of Bermondsey, an account of the post-mor- 
tem examination being given by Prof. Spooner, in which 
with a greatly distended cesophagus there was no stric- 
ture or constriction, the dilatation extending even into 
the stomach. At this meeting of the Association, held 
on the 4th December, 1838, and subsequent to ‘he rela- 
tions of the case referred to, a Mr. Daws described a case 
of stricture in the cervical region leading to dilatation 
anterior to the stricture. It was believed to be due to 
external violence, viz., to a blow from the point ofa 
shaft, and caused little trouble for two years. After that 
it began rapidly to dilate, the animal ultimately dying 
of starvation. Mr. Daws describes the stricture as with 
difficulty admitting a finger. No effort at dilatation of 
the stricture seems to have been made in this case. But 
in the case related in the works mentioned, quoted from 
The Veterinarian for 1830, the dilated part in the neck 
was laid open, the stricture, situated about opposite the 
entrance to the chest, was found to only admit of a pro- 
bang about half-an-inch ia diameter, being passed 
through it. During treatment part of the dilated 
cesophagus sloughed, and this, although looked on with 
misgiving, seemed in the end to be an advantageas It 
necessarily caused a contraction of the tube. The stric- 
ture was treated with graduated bougies or probangs 
which were passed twice or thrice a day for ten succes- 
sive a resulting in the patient being practically 
cured. 

Notwithstanding the rarity of recorded cases of stric- 
ture, most of us have met with one or more cases where 
stricture more or less marked was undoubtedly present. 
Cases in which dilatation of the cesophagus with 
dysphagia were the distinguishing symptoms. These 
cases are generally “couped” about amongst low class 
dealers, and when a respectable client is unfortunate 
enough to become the purchaser of one his veterinary 
surgeon, rather than attempt a doubtful cure, advises 
him to get rid of the brute as fast as possible, so that the 
case as a rule is lost sight of. - 

Cases due to oesophagitis, to the action of irritants, t 
hot food or fluids, where there is-generally more or less 
stenosis of the tube, a more or less uniform contraction 
throughout some length of the canal, are less amenable to 
treatment. An almost unique case of oesophagitis 10 
horse occurring without any evident cause being recog 
nised, was described in The Recueil de Médecine Veter 
naire for November, 1834, by M. Renault. But 10 - 
case the canal was acutely inflamed throughout and the 
horse died. staal tp 

Now in the case under consideration I am incline 
think that there had not been any actual rupture”. 
either coat of the cesophagus, but that the condition a 
due to inflammation resulting from the prolonged oe 
ence of the foreign body, or from the efforts made to < 
lodge it. In manipulating with instruments 10 the on 
it seemed to the feel that the stricture was not com wa 
to a narrow band or cord as it would probably “ed 
been if due toa laceration, but seemed to exten 
length of several inches in the upper part ef the 
cesdphagus. That being so it probably was due t to 

- . ~ ° d owing 
original inflammation set up being continue 





the 
suits 
of th 
tory 
lead 
liabi 
kno’ 
certi 
met 
of tl 
the 
eith 
in | 
inst 
day: 
hav 
tern 
whe 


is, 0 
had 
had 
pare 
tion 
P 0 


mer 
ous 

diff 
the 

sam 
par’ 
atre 








Jou 


he pro- 


ow and 
ivall:in 
ain re- 
irgery,” 
tricture 
d from 
| litera- 
with a 


erinary 
jar case 
tion by 
3t-mor- 
which 

) stric- 
en into 
n, held 
e rela- 
a case 

station 
due to 
t ofa 
er that 
' dying 
s with 
tion of 
But 

1 from 
> neck 
te the 
a pro- 

assed 
ilated 
| with 
as it 
 stric- 
bangs 
ncces- 
ically 


stric- 
where 
sent. 
with 
[hese 
class 
inate 
inary 
vises 
t the 


ts, or 

less 
tion 
le to 
in a 
c0g- 
tert 
this 
| the 


d to 
e of 
was 
res- 
dis- 
inal 
ned 
ave 
10 & 
the 
the 
y to 








December I, 1900 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 293 





the repeated efforts to swallow, probably at first, un- 
suitable food, considering the inflamed painful condition 
of the organ, thus leading to the deposition of inflamma- 
tory products in the submucous coat. This of itself 
leads to diminution of the calibre of the canal. But the 
liability of all newly formed tissue to contract is well- 
known, and this still further adds to the evil. I was 
certainly guided in my treatment of this case by the 
methcds of the human surgeon in dealing with strictures 
of the male urethra. The most approved method is by 
the passing of graduated catheters, sounds or bougies, 
either by continuous dilatation when the catheter is left 
in the canal, or by interrupted dilatation—when the 
instruments is passed at intervals which may extend to 
days. In bad and confirmed cases the stricture may 
have to be divided by incision, either externally or in- 
ternally, but the simpler methods are always employed 
when possible and are the most satisfactory. 

In stricture of the cesophagus the continuous method 
is, of course, not available, and the interrupted must be 
had recourse to. In this case, although after the animal 
had been several weeks under treatment with little ap- 
parent benefit, I was urged to have recourse to opera- 
tion, yet ultimately the milder measures employed 
proved quite successful. 

Then how does the passing of these graduated instru- 
ments act in promoting a cure? It seems as if the continu- 
ous and interrupted methods of dilation might act in 
different ways. The continnous method might act by 
the pressure on the walls of the canal preventing the 
same amount of blood passing through the vessels of the 
part thus leading to lack of nourishment, shrinking or 
ro d of the tissues and enlargement of the calibre of 
the tube. 

The interrupted on the other hand might act by some 
slight stimulation of the tissues caused by the stretching 
during the passage of the instrument, a stimulation 
stopping short of inflammatory action, yet sufficient to 
cause an increased vascularity, an increased metabolism 
in the affected tissues, an increased migration of leu- 
cocytes into them, softening of the exudates, and even 
of the new tissue where the changes have gone on to 
organisation, and ultimately their gradual absorption 
and removal, leaving in the more favourable cases the 
affected organs scarcely, if at all, impaired. 

The relation of this case may lead others to try it in 
some of those chronic cases which occasionally crop up. 
This case was in the College Hospital for 33 days. If 
the animal is of sufficient value otherwise to justify the 
trouble and expense that a somewhat prolonged treat- 
ment necessarily entails, a cure ought to be attempted. 


DISCUSSION. 


Mr. Dospine had seen a horse choked after the ad- 
ministration of a medicinal ball. He waited 24 hours, 
the horse was then cast and operated on, a gummed pro- 

ng was used and the end broke off and was left in— 
— In rupture of the cesophagus. He had seen one 
a with clover, but by waiting the symptoms passed 
9 u ad seen a cow with stricture of the cesophagus. 
wa ‘i GorTon remembered an aged cart mare ; she was 

nable to feed, and being of no value was slaughtered. 

n post-mortem, in the cervical portion of the cesopha- 
It was impossible to introdnee the little finger into 

. account of the thickening which existed. He also 
—e cart horse that used to choke himself occasionally 
d ncn — being administered and rubbing in a 

a ard direction the obstruction would pass away. 
= - Saw a cow which bled from the nostril and being 

he teady forthe butcher she was slaughtered. On 
= mortem a strong wheat straw was found across the 
ack of the throat, 
- wonton had met with a horse which no doubt 
lecture, as he was frequently the subject of chok- 


ing, but he had lost sight of him, having been sold two 
or three times to his knowledge. 

Mr. A. PEELE was called to a foal which was choked 
owing to some rough material having been eaten. He 
administered ol. lini every two hours and obtained relief 
in about 24 hours. 

Mr. HILt mentioned a case met with in a hunter 
which commenced to cough on leaving his stable in the 
morning, but his owner becoming alarmed brought him 
back again. When examined by Mr. Hill the horse 
seemed rather easier, two days after septic symptoms 
set in and death resulted. Post-mortem revealed a rent 
in the stomach. 

Mr. SNAITH met a case of choking in the cow due to 
decorticated cotton cake. He passed probang but it 
slipped past the obstruction. Proposed operation to the 
owher but could not obtain his consent for four days 
after. He then cut down on cesophagus and took out 
the cake, but the animal died two or three days after 
from exhaustion. 

Mr. Taytor thanked Professor Dewar for his paper. 

Mr. Roperts had a pony which bled from his nostril. 
Ultimately tracheotomy had to be performed; when a 
drench was administered fluids came from nostrils to 
mouth and vice versa. 

The SEcRETARY had met with several cases of choking 
in both cattle and horses, but never remembered a case 
of stricture of the cesophagus. 

Mr. Roserts then proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Professor Dewar for having come amongst them and 
given them the benefit of his experience, and for having 
prepared his paper. This was seconded by Mr. Taylor, 
and carried unanimously. 

Professor DEWAR having suitably responded an ad- 
journment was made for dinner. 

The annual dinner was subsequently held in the 
Hotel, Mr. Gibson again presiding, being supported by 
Professor Dewar and Mr. Gofton. The loyal toasts hav- 
ing been duly honoured, 

Mr. H1ILt proposed “The Army, Navy, and Reserve 
Forces,” and in the absence of Captain Peele, 4th Dur- 
ham A.V., was responded to by Captain Awde, Ist 
W.R.Y.V.A. 

Mr. Dossrinc, vice-President, then proposed “The 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,” which was re- 
sponded to by Professor Dewar, who then gave that of 
“The South Durham and North Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Association ” to which the Secretary replied. 

The visitors and the Press were also duly honoured. 

Mr, Stephenson, F.C.O., Darlington, acted as pianist 
and several songs were sung during the evening, which 


made the time pass all too quickly. 
W. Awne, Hon. Sec. 








MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the George Hotel, 
Northampton, on Thursday afternoon, Nov. 15th last. 
The president (Mr. J. J. Burchnall, of Loughborough ) 
occupied the chair, and the other members present were : 
Professor McFadyean, London ; Messrs. Marriott, North- 
ampton ; F. W.Wragg, London : F. H. Gibbings, Notting- 
ham ; P. Woolston, Bedford ; T. J. Merrick, Northamp- 
ton ; J. Bainbridge, Wellingborough ; H. Blunt, Lutter- 
worth; W. Grasby, Daventry; H. V. Reynolds, Daventry; 
F. L. Gooch, Stamford ; T. Spencer, Kettering ; E. H. 
Parkes, Wellingborough ; C. W. Croft, Northampton ; 
the Treasurer ( Mr. J. Blakeway, of Birmingham,) and 
the Hon. Sec. ( Mr. H. J. Dawes, of West Bromich ). 
Visitor :—Mr. Fraser, of St. Albans 
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APOLOGIES. 


Letters or telegrams, apologising for absence, were 
received from the following :—Professors Penberthy, 
Pritchard, Dewar, Messrs. T. F. Thompson, Trigger, 
Olver, W. Carless, Stanley Carless, Malcolm, Mason, 
Bower, Wartnaby, Prickett, Byrne, Villar, Barling, 
Heelis, Edgar, Abson, Locke, Hartley, Barrett, Dollar, 
Carter, Mulvey, Martin, Brooke, Hobson, Forsyth, Ison, 
and others. 

Votgs oF SYMPATHY. 


The PRESIDENT said that since their last meeting two 
deaths had occurred in the profession, which had in con- 
sequence sustained a most severe blow. He referred to 
the removal from their midst of Sir Henry Simpson, of 
Windsor, and Professor Williams, of Edinburgh. The 
former had long been a very prominent member of this 
association and was extremely popular with everyone. 
Professor Williams, too, was no stranger to them, and 
his loss would also be sincerely mourned by this assoc- 
tiation. He moved that the Hon. Sec. be requested to 
convey to the families of the deceased gentlemen the 
deep sympathy of them all in their present affliction. 

Mr. Goocn seconded the motion which was carried. 


NOMINATIONS. 


At the previous meeting the name of Mr. Robert 
Armstrong, of Derby, was submitted by Mr. Wartnaby 
as a suitable one to be added to the list of members. In 
the meantime, however, Mr. Armstrong has left the dis- 
trict, and accordingly has requested that his nomination 
might be withdrawn. This was acceded to. 

The Hon. SzcrETARY nominated for membership Mr. 
A.K. Rutherford, of Brierley Hill. According to rule, Mr. 
Rutherford will come up for election at the next meeting. 


RESIGNATION OF THE TREASURER. 


The PREsIDENT read the following letter which he had 
received from the Treasurer. 


Upper Dean Street, Birmingham, 
Oct. 17th, 1900. 

Dear Mr. President, It is not without feelings of re- 
gret that I find myself compelled to hand you my resig- 
nation as Hon. Treasurer of the M.C.V.M.A. During 
the time I have been honoured with the care of its 
finances} I have received much courtesy and forbearance 
at the hands of the members, and [ shall always carry 
many pleasing recollections of my term of office. The 
matter has had my careful consideration, but I find my 
time so fully occupied that in the interests of the 
Association it is advisable that I should not offer myself 
for re-election. Our financial year ends at Christmas, 
but I thought your announcing my resignation at the 
November meeting would give plenty of opportunity for 
the Association to make a suitable selection from the 
members. We have many who would fill the office with 
credit to themselves, and benefit to the Society. 

With kind regards, believe me, yours faithfully, 

Signed, Jonn BLaKEway. 

ToJ.J. BuRcHNALL, Esq. 


The PRESIDENT said he received the letter with the 
utmost regret. They all knew Mr. Blakeway to have 
been a most exemplary treasurer, and he hoped some- 
- would be able to induce him to maintain the 
office. 

The Hon. Sec. said he claimed to have as much influ- 
ence with Mr. Blakeway as most people, but the latter 
seemed inflexible in his determination. It was a great 

ity, considering the great number of years the name of 

lakeway had been connected with the treasurership of 
this Association. (Hear, hear. 

Mr. WraGc proposed, and Mr. Gooch seconded, that 
Mr. Blakeway be asked to reconsider the matter, and this 
was carried. 


Mr. Biakeway, while thanking the meeting for the 


compliment conveyed in the resolution, said that various 
reasons had combined to bring him to this conclusiop, 
Much as he regretted severing his official connectioy 
with the Association, he could assure them it was ineyj. 
table. At the same time he need scarcely say that his 
personal interest in the welfare of the Association would 


be as sincere as ever. 


THE GENERAL EDUCATION OF THE VETERI. 
NARY STUDENT. 
By Prof. J. M’Fapyeay, R. V. Coll. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I think it is probable 
that in one point the circumstances under which [ have 
been afforded an opportunity of addressing this Society 
to-day are peculiar. There are good reasons for beliey. 
ing that the papers which are read at the meetings of this 
and kindred veterinary associations are the outcome 
of solicitation oreven some degree of pressure by the 
honorary secretary. In this case, however, the solicita- 
tion was on my side, since I begged the officers of the 
Association to grant me the opportunity of bringing cer. 
tain important matters connected with the general 
education of the veterinary student before the members 
at this particular meeting. I was moved to do so because 
there appeared to me to be great danger of the profession 
finding itself committed by unwise action on the part of 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
to a position from which it would soon be necessary to 
find a means of retreat, and because I hoped that by 
calling the attention of this Society, and through the 
publication of this day’s proceedings, the attention of 
other societies to the matters in question the danger to 
which I refer might be averted. It may, of course, tum 
out that the course which I have found an opportunity 
to take will not have the effect which I desire and ex- 
pect, and that the discussion may serve to indicate that 
the contemplated action on the part of the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, or at least of 
certain members cf it, is not viewed with disfavour by 
the majority of the profession. Even in that case, how- 
ever, I shall not regret having come here on this occasion, 
and I shall continue to feel grateful to your President 
and Secretary for having granted me the opportunity 
that I desired, and equally grateful to the gentleman 
who for my convenience agreed to postpone the paper 
which otherwise he would have brought before you to 
day. phe io 
In order to make the present position of affairs with 
regard to the question of general education clear it will 
I fear, be necessary to trace the history of the attempts 
made by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
regulate the general education of candidates for its 
diploma. Fortunately that history is spread vt 
comparatively short period, for until the year 1853 t ‘ 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons left the subjec 
of general education entirely to the teaching cole 
For present purposes it is not necessary to consider - 
steps which the schools took tu exclude the absolutely 
uneducated from their benches, but it 1s a notoriou! 
fact that the standard of examination was very low. ; 
am not prepared to say that it was unnecessarily, “te 
or that the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeon ey 
in its duty in not, at an earlier period in Its his mee 
taking the control of the general education of veterin i 
students into its own hands. In order to forma oe 
opinion on this point regard must be had to a num ae 
circumstances which I shall consider later in poco 
the adequacy or inadequacy of the standard of exa 
tion at present in force. : sons It 

In the year 1882 the Council passed a ne 
garding the examination of veterinary students oe 
education. They specified the examining bodies 
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eneral +* 
a could not produce one of these certificates would be 


examined by the College of Preceptors in England, by 
the Educational Institute in Edinburgh, and the High 
School in Glasgow. To a large extent those regulations 
remained a “dead letter,” and, at any rate, the Council 
never attempted to exercise any real supervision or con- 
trol over the examinations. Probably the main reason of 
this remissness was a doubt as to whether the original 
Charter empowered the Council to institute an exami- 
nation in general education. The supplemental Charter 
obtained in 1882 expressly affirmed the right of the Col- 
lege to require all students to undergo an examination 
in general educational knowledge in such subjects, and 
subject to such regulations as the Council determined. 

The power of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons to exact evidence of general education for students 
having been thus placed beyond doubt, the Council 
speedily proceeded to exercise it. Indeed before the 
supplemental Charter had actually been granted, viz., on 
the 21st of July, 1892, the following bye-law was passed : 
—“QOn and after the 7th September, 1893, students who 
enter the veterinary schools shall, prior to their first pro- 
fessional examination by the R.C.V.S., produce a certifi- 
cate that they have passed the preliminary general 
educational examination in force after 1st January, 
1892, of the General Medical Council, or produce an 
educational certificate recognised by that body to the 
Secretary of the R.C.V.S.” 

It will be observed that the Council gave more than a 
year’s notice of the introduction of the new regulation, 
and as a matter of fact the bye-law did not come into 
full effect till two years after it was passed, as most of 
the students who entered the schools for the session 
a ane formally enrolled before the 7th of Septem- 

er, 1893. 

This bye-law was open to two objections, the first 
being that, contrary to the fact, it seemed to imply that 
the General Medical Council itself conducted an exami- 
nation in general education ; and the second that it also 
appeared to bind the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons without any notice to follow the lead of the 
General Medical Council in the event of that body 
amending or altering its bye-laws on the subject of 
general education. It is possible that such was the real 
intention of the Council at the time being, but it is not 
clear that that was the case. From the published report 
of the proceedings of the Council (Zhe Veterinarian, 
1892, p. 617), it is clear that the original motion, of which 
Captain Raymond was the mover, was differently 
— and specified the examination “ of 1st January, 
ik and the report does not show why “in force after 
tention of 2 1892" was substituted. If it was the in- 
os the Council to bind the Royal College of 
a nary . Surgeons to adopt without discussion such 
kn r we in the standard of the examination in general 
saan e 7 as the General Medical Council might think 
<a or medical students. I think the step was 
ee Con 1t happened, however, that the General Medi- 
on ncil did not during the next few years make any 
; on in the standard of the examination in force on 

@ Ist January, 1892, and consequently the substitution 
or In force after” for “of” was deprived of the i - 
= Which it might otherwise tong had. etree 
6 dia” we already indicated, the General Medical Coun- 
its clang and does not now, hold any examination of 
0 accept € new bye-law simply bound the R.C.V.S. 
o 4 ew reject a certificate presented by « veterinary 
a published Iain’ as it was, or was not, contained in 
General Modieal © examining bodies recognised by the 
this list was ie ouncil on the Ist January, 1892, and 
ished Register of thea — the bye-laws in the pub- 
subsequent years, e R.C.V.S. for the years 1893 and 


¢ . . 
ome now to a period of which the events are pro- 





education, and ordained that intending students | bably still fresh in the recollection of most members of 


the profession. As previously mentioned the new bye- 
law came into force on the 8th of September, 1893, and 
hence all the students who entered the colleges for the 
first time in the autumn of 1894 were subject to it, and 
therefore had to produce, before they could be admitted 
to the first professional examination, one of the certifi- 
cates approved by the General Medical Council, a list of 
which had been published for the information of the 
teachers and intending students. From the very outset 
the Secretary to the Examining Board in Scotland 
accepted certificates which were not in that list, and 
notably he received and accepted as sufficient certain 
certificates from the Educational Institute of Scotland 
other than the one specified in the regulations of the 
General Medical Council and the bye-law of the R.C.V.S. 
The only recognised certificate of that body was the 
certificate of the preliminary medical examination, and 
an express condition of that examination was that all 
the specified subjects must have been passed at one time. 
When this irregularity was discovered in 1895 it was up- 
held by a majority of the members of the Council in 
opposition to the opinion of the Solicitor of the College, 
and of the opinion of counsel specially consulted ou the 
point. This, of course, was giving an interpretation to 
the bye-law which certainly was not intended by the 
Council who passed it, and at the electicn of members of 
Council which took place in 1896, the profession indica- 
ted in an unmistakable fashion that they disapprcved of 
the plan of accepting piece-meal or divided certificates 
granted by examining bodies from whom the General 
Medical Council and the bye-law of 1893 required an 
undivided certificate—that is to say a certificate granted 
on the result of one examination, and including all the 
necessary subjects. 

At its first meeting after the election, viz., in July, 
1896, the Council passed the following bye-law :— 
“Students who enter the veterinary schools shall, prior 
to their first professional examination by the R.C.V.S., 
produce a certificate entitling the holder to be registered 
as a medical student on June 30th, 1896.” 

This bye-law was framed with the express purpose of 
adopting the then existing standard of examination of 
the General Medical Council, without binding the 
R.C.V.S. to follow that body in the event of its raising 
the standard, and that was made clear by Vet.-Captain 
Butler and others in the course of the discussion. It is 
important to note that while a considerable number of 
members of Council were opposed to the proposed new 
bye-law no one who took part in the discussion suggested 
that we should bind ourselves to follow the General 
Medical Council in the event of the preliminary exami- 
nation for medical students being made more difficult. 
It is also worth notice that Professor Dewar expressed 
himself as entirely opposed even to adopting the list of 
examinations then or at any time recognised by the 
General Medical Council. 

That the Council was wise in framing.its bye-law 
on general education in terms that did not compe! it to 
adopt any alteration in the standard of examinations 
subsequently made by the (teneral Medical Council was 
soon made manifest, for in the following year that 
body resolved that the standard should be raised 
to a very considerable extent. The new regulations 
of the General Medical Council made the second 
class certificate of the College of Preceptors no longer 
acceptable from medical students, and also required 
the Educational Institute of Scotland to raise the 
standard of their preliminary medical examination. 
In October, 1898, and again in April last, Professor Dewar 
sought to induce the Council to sanction a special ex- 
amination for intending veterinary students by the last- 
named_ body, and examination to be conducted on the 
same lines as their preliminary medical examination in 
force on June 30th, 1896. To this proposal the Council 
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refused to assent mainly I think because they felt that it 
was undesirable to recognise an examination that was 
not of a public character, but held exclusively for veteri- 
nary students, and partly because it transpired that the 
College of Preceptors had offered to hold branch exami- 
nations in Edinburgh and Glasgow at which intending 
veterinary students in Scotland could present themselves 
for the examination for a second class certificate. One 
would have thought that this offer would have entirely 
satisfied the Principals of the Scotch schools, since they 
maintain that the examination for a second class certifi- 
cate of the College of Preceptors is an easier examination 
than the one now conducted by the Educational Insti- 
tute of Scotland, and not more difficult than the exami- 
nation which that body conducted under the regulations 
of the General Medical Council in force at 30th June, 
1896. Strange to say, however, Professor Dewar, and I 
believe the representatives of the two other Scotch 
schools refuse to accept this solution of the alleged 
grievance, on the ground that the schools in Scotland 
demand as a right a Scotch Examination, and this al- 
though the majority of the students who study in Scot- 
land are English, Welsh, or Irish. 

After several unsuccessful attempts to persuade the 
Council to sanction a special examination by the Educa- 
tional Institute of Scotland, Professor Dewar at a meet- 
ing of Council held last month, after due notice brought 
forward a motion to raise the standard of the general 
knowledge examination to the level of that now in force 
for medical students, and to any higher standard which 
the General Medical Council may subsequently intro- 
duce. This would have been a sufficiently startling pro- 

rosal even if it had been coupled with a provision that 
it should not come into force until reasonable notice of 
the alteration had been given to the schools, but the 
motion contained no such provision, and had it been 
passed the majority of the students who entered the 
College this session, with certificates eligible at the date 
of their entry, would have had these certificates refused 
when they presented themselves for examination next 
May or July. Ido not hesitate to characterise this pro- 
posal as an enormity, and it seems hard to believe that 
nine Members of Council solemnly voted for it, and 
would actually have carried it if they had succeeded in 
persuading the President of the College to vote with 
them. I intend presently to give reasons for regarding 
the proposal as unwise and inexpedient inasmuch as it 
would have greatly increased the severity of the 
entrance examinations sanctioned by the General Medi- 
cal Council and adopted by the R.C.V.S. in 1896, but at 
the present moment I desire to point out the great in- 
justice which these nine Members of Council were 
anxious te perpetrate on students who have already 
begun their studies, provided with certificates that are at 
this moment acceptable under the existing bye-law. It 
is consoling to reflect that had the motion been carried 
the students affected by it could have successfully in- 
voked the aid of the law courts to exempt them from its 
operation, but that is a remedy which, I feel sure, no 
member of the profession desires to see enforced. The 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has 
the strict legal and moral right to raise the standard of 
the preliminary examination to any height that is con- 
sidered justifiable in the interests of the profession and 
the public, but it has not the legal right to withdraw 
from the bargain which it has tacitly entered into with 
students who have already begun their studies, and it is 
morally bound to give reasonable notice of any altera- 
tion to those who have not yet entered the Colleges, but 
are engaged in preparing for the general knowledge 
examination. rc 

But putting aside the illegal and immoral aspects of 
the motion which was very nearly carried at last meeting 
of Council, it will be observed that it propcsed to raise the 
present standard of examination and to compel us to 


adopt without nvtice or discussion any alteration in the 


standard which the General Medical Council may subs. 
quently introduce. The advisability of doing either of 
these things deserves to be seriously considered by the 
members of the profession. The second of them, that is 
to say, the proposal that we should commit ourselves to 
blindly following the lead of the General Medical Cou- 
cil in this matter of general education, is, I think, inde. 
fensible. Nota word could be said against the adoption 
of the standard of general education now enforced by 
the General Medical Council if after full consideration 
that standard appeared to be suited to the requirements 
of the public and the veterinary profession, but for the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. to bind itself to accept whatever 
alterations the General Medical Council may make in the 
future would surely be a foolish course. 

There remains for consideration the other point, viz, 
the advisability of raising the present standard of exani- 
nation in general knowledge. And here let me guard 
against a very serious misrepresentation of the effect of 
the proposal which has been put forward. It has been 
said that the proposal if carried into effect would only 
have raised the standard of examination in England, 
since it is already raised to the present standard of the 
General Medical Council in Scotland. That is an abso- 
lutely false statement. No certificate that is at present 
acceptable from a student who has studied in England 
can be refused from another who has studied in 
Scotland, and no examination of which the certificate is 
at present recognised is open only to English students 
On the other hand, to adopt the existing regulations of 
the General Medical Council would amount to a raising 
of the standard of examinations both in Scotland and 
England since it would compel the Council to refuse 
certificates which are now acceptable, and force intending 
veterinary students to present themselves for examina: 
tions that are more difficult. to pass. 

That point having been disposed of, let us see what 
considerations ought to be taken into account, in deter- 
mining what standard of examination in general know- 
ledge is at any given time the proper one. In my view 
this question is governed by only one consideration, Viz, 
what is the highest standard that can be enforced, with- 
out detriment to the public interest. The question of 
the welfare of the schools has absolutely no place here. 

At a recent Council meeting the Principal of one o 
the schools employed as an argument for reconsidera- 
tion of the standard of examination the fact that his 
receipts from students fees had within the last few yeats 
declined by about £1000 per annum, but although the 
school with which I have the honour to be connecte 
has also suffered financially in consequence of the adop 
tion of a higher standard of examination in gener@ 
knowledge, I recognise the fatuity of urging thisas4 
reason why the standard should be lowered. Similarly 
I recognise that it would be no valid argument against 
adopting a still higher standard to foretell the consequent 
ruin of the schools. «toned 

I repeat that the only important point to be considere 
in this connection is the effect of any alteration of te 
standard on the public interest. To adopt too ac 
standard of examination would be opposed to the pu - 
interest, because other things being equal the public sre 
be the better served the better the members of the _ 
fession have been educated in matters of genera — 
ledge. On the other hand, the interest of the pu vf 
would be injured by making the preliminary — 
tion so severe as to cut down the members of the ad 
fession beyond what is reasonable to meet the eee : 
ments of the public services and the owners of anim “ 
Judging in this way, I hold that the adoption ©. | 
higher standard of general education in 1892 Was “ity 
and necessary, and that a further increase 1D the sever’ 





° ° . “ise all 
of the edncational test at the present time is unwis? * 
unnecessary. 
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The alteration made in 1892 was justified, because it 
appeared certain that if the standard were not raised the 
numbers entering the profession would soon be much in 
excess of public requirements, and that the profession 
might be adequately recruited with men of better educa- 
tion. Mr. Hill, the secretary of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, has provided me with some statis- 
tics which I should like to quote in this connection. 
These show that during the last six years of the old 
system the average number of new members added 
annually to the profession was 190, and that during the 
same period the Register (including qualified members 
and registered practitioners) grew from a total of 3,451 
to 3,836. 

Is there any indication that we are at present return- 
ing toa similar state of things? The answer to that is 
contained in the following figures. During the last three 
years for which we have complete returns the average 
number of new members with the higher educational 
certificates added annually to the Register has been 66, 
and the total growth of the Register for the last four 
years (again including both qualified members and regis- 
tered practitioners) has been seven—3,877 in 1897, and 
3,884 in 1900. 

I do not intend to be guilty of the unfairness of 
omitting to point out that another cause has combined 
with the more difficult preliminary examination to bring 
about this result, viz., the addition of a fourth year to 
the curriculum. No figures can be quoted to prove the 
share in the result which belongs to each of the two 
factors, but I think no teacher will deny that by far the 
more potent of the two in cutting down the number of 
new members has been the more difficult preliminary 
examination. Ifany doubt were cast on this estimate 
it would only be necessary to point out that the addition 
of a third year to the curriculum in 1877 had practically 
no material effect in checking the growth of the Regis- 
ter. There cannot, I think, be any doubt that if we 
were to leave the period of study as at present but re- 
turn to the old standard of examination in general 
knowledge there would immediately be such an influx of 
hew students as would bring about an over-crowded state 
of the profession. 

The following tabular statement speaks eloquently of 
“ae of the new regulations which came into force 


Taste SHowinc tHe Tora NuMBER oF STUDENTS 
PRESENTED FOR EXAMINATION FROM EACH OF THE 
SCHOOLS SINCE 1894. (1) 
1894 1895 1896 1897 1898 1899 


_ Vet. College 402 342 291 232 240 226 
Yew ” “ 285 260 200 186 136 97 
Glascow ” ja 214 161 162 4117 *#»«2113~«92 
a1asgow ,, 3 145 120 119 96 77 ~~ 55 


Total. 1046 883 772 631 566 470 


i) Thay came into force in 1893, but students under 
. rst came up for examination in 1894. 
PB Soumination of this table will enable anyone to 
Sent sta roughly what effect the introduction of the pre- 
reales - = of examinations in 1893 has had on the 
in the of the schuols, and what is of more imyortance 
mts of Vig connection, on the finances of the Royal 
cult to und eterinary Surgeons. It also makes it diffi- 
suicidal m erstand what motive other than an access of 
or the Ro alc could induce either the teaching schools 
standard ee r joes of Veterinary Surgeons to raise the 
Present time. general knowledge examination at the 


A 
great Geal of nousense has been spoken and written 


Tegardi ase 
vi as ~ indignities and losses that the profession 
8 Upon itself if it does not for all time keep its 





general knowledge examination on a level with that of 
the General Medical Council, and it is somewhat signifi- 
cant that most of those who are now clamouring 
loudly for a further advance are precisely those who 
were opposed to the bye-law that increased the severity 
of the educational test in 1893. There is no indignity in 
keeping the standard we have at present, but our repu- 
tation would assuredly suffer if we now hastily adopted 
a standard from which we should soon have to recede. 
Prudence suggests that we should not move forward in 
that direction at present, but should the number of stu- 
dents entering the colleges ever come to approach the 
figures of ten years ago a further advance would in my 
opinion be justified. 

I maintain that the considerations which I have laid 
before you prove that it would be unwise and dangerous 
to do what nine Members of Council were anxious to do 
at last meeting of the Council. It may, however, be 
asked whether [ have any proposal to make in order to 
remove the grievance under which the representatives of 
the Scotch colleges allege they are suffering. The debates 
around the Council table have recently served to shew 
that grievance in its true proportions. It has come to 
light that they can have for the asking the very exami- 
nation for which the majority of students in England 
present themselves, viz., the examination of the College 
of Preceptors for a second class certificate, but they 
declare that they cannot bring themselves to accept any 
examination which isnot a Scotch one. I confess { am 
unable to understand that attitude, but if the Council of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons thinks it is a 
justifiable and reasonable one I see no objection to the 
institution of a special examination, provided it is not 
easier than the examination of the College of Preceptors 
for a second class certificate, and provided it is made 
available in England and Ireland as well as in Scotland. 








EXTRACTS AND NOTES 


A REMEDY FOR SOUTH AFRICAN HORSE- 
SICKNESS. 


A discovery of considerable interest and importance 
is announced in the annual report to his Government of 
Dr. Alexander Edington, Government bacteriologist at 
Grahamstown, Cape Colony. He claims that it is a 
perfect and complete solution to the problem of protect- 
ing against horse-sickness horses which have to live in 
unhealthy districts in South Africa. As in the case of 
rinderpest among cattle, Dr. Edington relies upon inocu- 
lation with the virus of the disease tu render horses im- 
mune from the malady. In a virulent form, it has an 
energy so great that no horse can, practically speaking, 
withstand it, whether it is communicated naturally in 
the veldt or by artificial means. But when the virus has 
been attenuated a different condition obtains. The prob- 
lem over which the bacteriologist spent much time and 
labour was how to overcome the extreme variation of 
susceptibility in various horses. It was found that the 
same attenuated virus that would kill some animals only 
set up a mild fever in others, and yielded no effect at all 
on others. Still, the experiments went on, and Dr. 
Edington at last established the right principle of starting 
with virus which had been less reduced. Serum taken 
from animals that had recovered from the disease was 
tried, but it possessed no appreciable anti-toxic property. 
Then serum was obtained from horses which, after re- 
covery, had been inoculated with doses of virulent blood ; 
this showed marked results. Of course, the old difficulty 
of adapting the virus to the susceptibility of the animal 
remained, but the system finally adopted was this :— 
Blood of the highest order of virulence is carefully 
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standardised and preserved; it will keep its powers 
unchanged for two years. Standardised serum is supplied, 
which, bottled in the presence of an antiseptic, will keep 
for long periods. A definite amount of virulent blood is 
mixed with 50 c.c. of serum and — under the 
horse’s skin ; some days later a smaller dose with the 
same proportions is given ; at a later date the process is 
repeated with a reduced quantity of serum ; and 14 days 
later pure virulent blood is injected. Thus, the animal’s 
system is gradually fortified against disease by the intro- 
duction of virus of increasing power ; the sickness is at 
first produced in the form of fever with high tempera- 
ture, but ina few days a normal state of health ensnes, 
and in many cases horses have been inuculated with 
“enormous doses” of virulent blood without showing 
any ill-effects—doses enough to have destroyed them out 
of hand unless they had been inured to the poison by 
the cumulative injections. “Iam happy to say,” observes 
the doctor, “that this method leaves little to be desired, 
and affords a perfect and complete solution to the prob- 
lem of protecting horses which have to live in unhealthy 
districts in South Africa.” According to The Cape Times, 
Dr. Edington is setting np all the machinery and appli- 
ances necessary to the practial application of the method, 
and expects shortly to be able to meet any demand for 
material and apparatus. In view of the number of pre- 
pared animals which it will be necessary to maintain, 
some additional stabling will be required, and provision 
made for a better water supply, and the report expresses 
a hope that, in view of the enormous benefit which must 
accrue from the application of this discovery, the Cape 
Government will approve of this expense.— 7’he Times. 


Cruelty to Animals 


At Liverpool, on the 2ist ult. a farmer named Houston 
Barton, was sent to gaol for three months, and ordered 
to pay £5 10s. costs, or to suffer a further month’s im- 
prisonment, for starving two horses to death. A veterin- 
ary surgeon, who examined the carcases, gave a shocking’ 
description of the treatment to which the poor beasts 
had been subjected. They had eaten the manger in 
order to satisfy hunger. The prisoner, when arrested, 
had £60 in his pocket.—Morning Advertiser. 








Personal. 


Squarr—-SANDERS. On the 10th inst., at Auckland 
Parish Church, Reigate, Surrey, by the Rev. Arthur 
Simmonds, M.A., Charles Alexander Squair, M.R.c.v.s., 
Veterinary Inspector for the Corporation of Reigate, and 
second son of the late Mr. James Squair, Nairn, N.B., 
to Louisa, only daughter of Mr. Thomas Sanders, Auck- 
land, Reigate. 











ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Lieut. W. Franklin fractured ribs and clavicle, Komati 
oy October 26, now at Pretoria, progressing favour- 
ably. 

C.V.8. D. E. Roberts was discharged from hospital t 
sar A ) nee ended Nov. 11. etal 

1.V.S. T. Hoggan was discharged from hospital t 
duty week ended Noa. 18. tala 





C.V.S. A. S. Farrant arrived at Southampton on Nov 
20th in the “ Dilwara.” , 








OBITUARY. 
JAMES STEWART, M.R.C.V.S., Whitecross St.. Monmouth, 
Graduated Edin : May 1888. 


Joun Buso Hart, M.R.C.V.s. 
Lend: March 1883. 
Mr. Hart, late of Dhurrumtollah, Calcutta, died at 


his residence, Devonshire Road, Balham, 8.W., on 29th 
Oct., aged 40 years. 








CORRESPONDENCE 


“SETTING” ROARERS. 


Sir, 

Will you kindly permit me to ask Mr. Johnson if he 
used the words “ inexperienced people” or any words to 
that effect, in his evidence. If not, I think he madea 
very serious charge against his professional brethren in 
leading the public to believe it impossible for veterinary 
surgeons to detect broken wind or roaring in horses that 
have been drugged and manipulated. 

I should be pleased if Mr. Johnson would impart a 
little of his knowledge on this subject to “ another who 
pleads ignorance” of this effectual though temporary 
cure for roaring—a cure which has - always appeared to 
me as one of the mysteries of horse coping.—-Yours truly, 

JAMES MACARTHUR, M.R.C.V.S. 


UNQUALIFIED PRACTITIONERS—A REAL 
us GRIEVANCE. 
ir, 


I fail to see what the “real grievance” is and where 
the existence of “unqualified practitioners ” begins and 
ends among veterinary surgeons who have qualified them- 
selves by passing the necessary examinations in Canada 
or our Cdlesion and have entered our army in South 
Africa and have done good service there. 

I would point out to Mr. Dyer that there is no such 
thing as a “cheap colonial diploma ” or if there is that 
the sooner such a qualification is done away with the 
better. There is no doubt but that according to the Act 
of 1881 colonial graduates are under certain conditions— 
such as being domiciled out of the United Kingdom 
when such a qualification was obtained, or during 4 
residence of not less than five years out of the United 
Kingdom, or having practiced veterinary surgery any- 
where for not less than ten years when the Act of 1881 
was passed shall be entitled to registration on payment 
of the fee, and to become to all intents a Member of the 
Royal College. 

No doubt the War Office will see to this and I thank 
Mr. Dyer very much for calling attention to what he calls 
a real grievance, but which I deny to be such, for I 
shall at once advise a certain colonial veterinary surgeon 
with a good qualification from a Canadian college and a 
very able man, to apply for registration, and I have very 
little doubt but that Mr. Dyer’s letter will lead others to 
follow my example and so become elegible to serve 
H.M. service—in England, South Africa, or anywhere 
else.— Yours truly, 

Norwood, Nov. 28, 1900 Gro. K. Poots, M.D. 

[Our correspondent’s failure to see the “ grievance ” 18 
entirely a matter of intelligence and knowledge. The latter 
he can remedy, and then he may write differently. Ep.| 





“WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK.” 


Ir, 
This battle of the giants would be amusing to us small 
fry, were it not grievous to see such doughty champions 
of the profession dealing out great swashing blows at 
each other and spilling ink if not bad blood in a contest 
whose origin is after all in-the absurd rule which | pro- 
hibits advertisement. “Sweet are the uses of adver rw 
tisement. Both combatants respect the letter, * 
neither feels himself able to let pass an opportunity t 
ew, which is advertisement under another foit” 
n the words of a once popular song “They all do ‘ 
but the clumsy ones who know only the old fashion® 
honest method of paying for space in a newspaper int 
guilty of “ conduct disgraceful from a professional p 
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steer between the Registration rocks, which are as in- 
substantial as stage properties and as easily kicked over. 
In that dead sea grows _ root of bitterness, and when 
it overflowed two or three years ago, it poisoned the 
well springs of professional amity. It set neighbour 
against neighbour, and the demon of suspicion was 
raised where previously men met honest and open com- 

tition knowing tha} it is as the breath of life to all 

usiness. The profession has tied the legs of its mem- 
bers, and then asked them to run a race against the 
advertising medicine vendor. Theresult is seen in an 
ever decreasing demand for our stock medicines, and an 
increased sale of proprietary compounds. The profitable 
portion of the age is done by ggg ange we, 
by a self-denying ordinance, are left to do the night 
calving cases and leave our beds to attend others which 
—_ ay ees A —- — quack 
remedies. I wonder sometimes if the members gener- 
ally really understand the position, or whether they are 
merely content to regard such objectors as myself as 
degenerate fossils to be disregarded. 

Let me = this once, if I never trouble your pages 
again, Mr. Editor, put before your readers one or two 
facts in connection with the power of the quack medi- 
cine vendor, and the advantages pertaining to ng ig 
ment. One firm, whose “drinks” are the curse of the 
country practitioner, maintains 22 travellers, and has a 
canvass shop at every agricultural show. Mr. Sidney 
Villar, in an address viewing the business aspect of our 
profession, asked if we had done well to inhibit every 
form of advertising, and admitted that quack medicines 
had received agrert impetus since we had altogether 
withdrawn legitimate competition (these are not his 
exact — to oat I am unable to refer, but fairly 
convey their purport). 

While many have heaped anathemas upon the scribes 
paladins mg — ey a ee, 

V have stopped to consider the various me s 0 
— a = a on, consennat for ens to 

nig ic on the same lines as medical prac- 
titioners of the highest grade have, and still do. They 
would seem to be oblivious of the St. John’s Ambulance 
1 pene and rail impotently at men who waste the time 
a ge age (in gs for a fee from rege 

cils) while describing the Anchitherium and the 
sectppus and other supposed ancestors of the horse. 
‘ 7 lectures take no fee from the veterinarian’s pocket, 
ut raise him in the eyes of persons previously unaware 
. pt ee attainments. The judicious article in an 

ura i : ie 

or lameness ep es Loge a | ange t vA ey 
caleulated ¢ probable duration and treatment is 
ne osend the owner to a qualified practitioner 

- bag advise him where he sees how little he himself 
aa ~ — not trust the specious promises contained in 
bi advertisements. These are controversial matters 
rae would be easy to give other views, but of the 
the iting. in an agricultural paper not long ago I made 
for to ch vos remarks, which I am obliged to ask space 
g rte — proofs in favour of my contention. “It is a 
~e ra -w ag hare calculated to save delay and mis- 
co oe aca ah en ae ete 
of illness, He should heow MP he = mon, ma bia 
its a ae Ww what has already been given— 
will not pile and therapeutic properties—so that he 

een tried, but — “e : — K nccag they have oheaty 
aspect of the , other things. There is another 
night when ee too; you may need him in the 
and if you do Coe tanrniher be without your custom, 
light, you are scan. tain medicines of him in the day- 

whom you ex scarcely behaving handsomely to one of 
his College se self-sacrifice. By the absurd rules of 
Prepared mei hay not call your attention to his ready- 
lcines by advertising them, as advertising 


8a crime “ 
: 0 . Py 
Point of red , Conduct disgraceful from a professional 


Such a : 
Writer paragraph one might (as the 
)modeetly supposed be In the interest of both | fect agreement. 


stockowner and practitioner, but the result was a threat 
to the paper to withdraw advertisements by a powarful 
medicine vendor, and a request to me to leave such con- 
troversial matters alone. 

Now I am no novice in journallsm, and though I 
have occasion for one entrance only to the editorial 
office, I know there are back stairs to every newspaper 
and there is not one—no not one, even of the so-called 
high class journals, whose boast is that they are “ written 
by gentlemen for gentlemen” that dares publish an article 
giving the plain unvarnished truth about advertised medi- 
cines—the so-called patent medicines for human patients, 
or the quack remedies for animals. No editor will enter- 
taih “copy” that bears upon the subject ; all are under 
the thumb of the quack vendor of “nostrums.” In 
many cases the advertisers pay five times the ordi- 
nary scale for their advertisements, and well they 
can afford it, for there is “nv qualified opposition ” 
as agents say when offering a practice. Are we then 
wise in withdrawing from legitimate advertisement and 
leaving the field entirely to wholly unscrupulous quacks ? 
I should have said are you wise, because I do and will 
advertise as opportunity serves; for the terms upon 
which I took my diploma did not debar me or my con- 
temporaries from advancing our interests in any legiti- 
mate way—-ways which some members of the House of 
Lords do not find inconsistent with their dignity, and 
who, like our prosperous rivals, laugh at our scruples. 
If the new men wanted new laws, why could not the 
Dentists’ plan have been adopted, of asking each new 
graduate to sign a declaration to the effect that he would 
notadvertise? By this means the profession would soon 
be purged, and middle aged men would not have been 
haled to the bar by the hundred to answer for offences 
created since they became members. 

Haproip LEENEY, M.S.A. 


NO CASE. 





Dear Sir, 

It is characteristic that after twice insinuating that I 
was trying to obtain credit under false pretences and 
finally being forced to admit that “ he (Mr. Dollar) gives 
credit to M. Vinsot,” Mr. Gray should now wish to 
ae by quoting against me statements I have never 
made. 

I did not authorise and am not responsible for what 
the Harmsworth Magazine or any other publication says; 
but I do not take refuge without answer, sufficient as it 
is. The Harmsworth Magazine article 1 immediately 
disavowed, and the statements of the other journals 
mentioned, viz. that 1 have introduced improvements, are 
substantially correct. The work I did on the table during 
my years of association with Monsieur Vinsot never 
struck me as of vital importance and I should certainly 
never have gone out of my way toemphasise it had not 
Mr. Gray appeared on the scene ; but in this connection 
it may be interesting to compare the behaviour of Mr. 
Gray, who, knowing nothing of the assistance I gave 
Monsieur Vinsot, is so anxious to deny that I gave him 
any at all, with the attitude of Monsieur Vinsot himself, 
who with the best of reasons for assessing my help at 
its true value, spontaneously offered me a partnership in 
the invention and always insisted on placing me on a 
perfect equality with himself. ie 

That a prophet is not without honour save in his own 
country and amid his own kindred, I am well aware, but 
I scarcely expected after such generous recognition from 
a foreigner and comparative stranger, that a fellow- 
countryman and _ fellow-practitioner would prove 
the only person eager to undertake the unsavoury 
task of. flinging mud. That Mr. Gray’s purpose is 
to besmirch my reputation and not to vindicate the 
rights of Monsieur Vinsot is shown by his anonymous 
attack, constant recourse to inuendo, and by his 





refusal of any apology when confronted with the fact 


that Monsieur Vinsot and myself were partners, in per- 
As, however, Mr. Gray did not disdain 
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to visit my place here in the guise of a friend and take 
full advantage of the facilities offered him for inspecting 
and learning all about the machine before sitting down 
to pen his first anonymous letter, I am perhaps less sur- 

rised at his latest devices than otherwise I might have 


een,— Yours faithfully, 
Jno, A. W. DoLyar. 


56 New Bond Street, W. 
Nov. 27th. 








Communications, Booxs, aND PaPeRS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 


E. W. Hoare, H.J. Dawes, J.Gregg, Jno. A. W. Dollar, 
A. W. Briggs, W.H. Williamson, G. Mayall. Surg. Major 
G.K. Poole. ‘ Exile.” 


Annual Report Bengal Veterinary College, Annual Report of 
Imperial Bacteriologist (India), Report of Director of Colonial 
Bact. Inst. (Cape), The Hawick Advertiser, The Irish Times, 
The Halifax Comet. 








Veterinary Societies—Addresses. 





Alterations for this list must be duly netified by the Secretaries 


Bompay V.M.A. 
Pres Major Jas. Mills, m.n.c.v.s. 
Vice-Pres: Vety.-Lieut. F.S.H. Baldrey, m.n.c,v.s. A.v.p. 
N. D. Dhakmarvala, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
8. N. R Ranina, Esq., G.B.v.c. 
N. Narsingrao, Esq., G.B.v.c 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: V. E. Vakharia, Esq., a.s.v.c, 


Borper Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. W. C. Croudace, m.nx.c.v.s., Haltwhistle 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. H. Thompson, m.x.c.v.s., Aspatria 
Meetings, Second Friday of Feb., June, and October 


Caucutta V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. Greenhill, m.n.c.v.s. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. T. Assheton Smith, 156 Dhurrumtollah 


CrentTRAL V.M.S. 
Pres. Mr. Matthew Clarke, m.n.c.v.s.. Wimbledon, S.W. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, m.z.c.v.s., 
29 Sprirg-st., Hyde Park, W. 





Meetings, First Thursday in each month, except August | 
and September, 10 Red Lion Square, Holborn, at 7 p.m. 


Centrau V.A. or TRELAND. 
Pres. Mr. W. A. Byrne, M.8.v.v.s., Roscommon 
Hon, Sec. & Treas; Mr. M. J. Cleary, m.x.c.v.s., Mullingar 


Eastern Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. W. Shipley, Jnr., F.x.c.v.s., 
Southtown, Gt. Yarmouth 
Hon. Sec.: Mr. F. B. O. Taylor, m.n.c.v.s. 
Weston Longville, Norwich 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Feb. and July 


Guascow V.M.S. 
Pres. Principal McCall. 
Hon. Sec. Mr. John P. Small. 


Vet. Mep. Assn. or L[RELAND. 
Pres: Mr. M. Hedley, F.nr.c.v.s. 
Privy Council Office, Dublin Castl 
Mr. J. McKenny, m.n.«.v.s. ee 
116 Stephens-green-west, Dublin 


. Hii LancasHirE V.M.A. 
res: Mr. Jos. Abson, F.R.c.v.s., Norfolk-st, Sheffiel 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Harry Locke, .n.c.v.s. ie ses 
; Grosvenor Street, Oxford Street., Manchester 
Meetings, 1st Thursday in March, June, Sept., & Dec. 


LinconnsHize V.M.S. 
Pres Mr. James Smith, m.n.¢.v.s., Huntingdon 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E.C. Russell, u.n.c.v.s., Grantham 
Meetings, Second Thursday, Feb., June and October 


Mipianp Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J.J. Burchall, m.n.c.v.s., Loughborough 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. J. Dawes, ¥.n.c.v.s., 
. Camden House, High St., West B i 
Meetings, Second Tuesday, Wednesday, Tualdebae, uaa 





Hon. Sec. 





Friday alternately in Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 





Nationat VET. ASSOCIATION. 
Pres: Prof. J.R.U. Dewar, ¥.R.0.v.s., Edinburgh 
Sec: Mr. William Hunting, F.R.c.v.s, 
Treas: Mr. F. W. Wragg, F.R.c.v.s., Whitechapel, London, 


NaTIoNAL VETERINARY BENEVOLENT & Morvan 
Derence Society. 
Pres: Mr. Geo. Morgan, F.8.c.v.s., 95 Stanhope-st. Liverpoo) 
Treas: Mr. E. Faulkner, F.x.c.v.s., Manchester 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Sam. Locke, m.R.c.v.s. 
Grosvenor Street, Oxford-st., Manchester 


New Sovutro Wares V.M.A. 
Pres; Mr. John Stewart, H. AND A.s. 
Vice: Mr. John Pottie, nH. and a.s. 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. J. D. Stewart, m.R.c.v.s. 


Nort or Eneranp V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. J. W. T. Moore, F.R.c.v.s., Jarrow-on-Tyne. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. H. 8, Elphick, m.z.c.v.s. 
Newgate-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Meetings, Third Friday, Feb., May, Aug. and Nov. 


NortH oF Scotnanp V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. J. McBryde, m.n.0c.v.s., Strichen 
Hon. Sec. & Treas: Mr. Clement Baxter, m.R.c.v.s., Elgin 


Norto Wates Y.M.A. 
Pres: W. Wynne Williams, »1.R.c.v.s., Dolgelly 
Aon. Sec. O, Trevor Williams, .r.c.v.s., Llangefni 
Meetings, First Tuesday, March and September 


Ontario V.A. 
Pres: Mr. G. L. Robson. 
Sec: C. H. Sweetapple, Toronto. 


Roya, Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. Sidney Villar, F.x.c.v.s., Greenhill, Harrow. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. E. P. Owen, m.x.c.v.s., 98 High-st. Thame 
Meetings, Last Friday, Feb., June and Nov. 


Royau Scorrisu V.S, 
Pres: Mr. Reid, u.x c.v.s., Auchtermuchty. aoe 
Hon. Sec: Mr. W. D. Fairbairn, u.n.c.v.s., Cupar, Fifeshire 


Royat VETERINARY CoLuLEGE M.A. 
Pres: Prof. Hobday. 
Hon. Sec: Mr. Clement E. Rix, R. V. Coll. 
Assist. H.S. Mr. Johr. Hobday, R.V.C., Camden Town, N.W. 


Scortish Merropouitan V.M.S. 


| Pres: Mr. Andrew Boyd, F.R.c.v.s., Melrose 


Hon. Sec: Mr. P. Moir, m.x.c.v.s., 9 Kilmain Terr. Edinbro 


Sours DurHam anp Norru YorxksHire V.M.A. 


| Pres.: Mr. G. E. Gibson, m.n.c.v.s., Sedgefield, Ferryhill 


Hon. Sec: Mr. W. Awde, F.R.c.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees. 
Meetings, First Friday, Mar., June, Sept. and Dec. 


SourHEerRN Counties V.M.S. 
Pres: Mr. H. Hall, r.x.c.v.s, Southampton 
Hon. Sec: Mr. C. Pack, m.n.c.v.s., Lymington, Hants 
Meetings, Last Thursday, Mar., June and Sept. 


Sourn Waxes anp Monmovrusuire V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. E. Sayer, m.n.0.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Hon Sec. Mr. D. G. Davies, m.n.c.v.s., High-st, Swanse® 
Treas. Mr, E. Sayer, m.x.c.v.s., Newport, Mon. 
Meetings First Thursday in March, and Au.umn. 


Western Counties V.M.A. 
Pres: Mr. P. G. Bond, m.n.c.v.s., Plymouth | all! 
Hon. Sec: Mr. John Dunstan, u.z.c.v.s. St. Mellion, om 
Meetings, Third Thursday, March, July and Novem 


West or Scorzanp V.M.A. - 
Pres: Dr. James McIntosh McCall, Vety, Coll. Glasg 
Hon. Sec: & Treas: Mr. J. Bishop, M.8.¢.v.8., 
754 Garscube Road, Glasgow 


Yorxsurre V.M.A 
Pres Mr. M. Robinson, m.x.c.v.s. Barnsley d, Leeds 
Hon. Sec; Mr. A. McCarmick, M.B.c.v.8., Kirkstall-ra, 
Meetings, Last Friday in Jan., April, and October. 
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